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OPTIONS FOR TRANSITIONING LEVEES

Current Levee
Condition

Levee with
Unacceptable
Rating

Conditions:

e Sponsor wants
to improve levee
system

e Sponsor wants
to retain P.L. 84-
99 eligibility

Primary Issues
may be:
e Structural
e Vegetation
e Environmental
o Native American

Primary Issues
may be:

e Structural

e Vegetation

e Environmental

Primary Issues
must be:
e Vegetation
e Environmental
or Native
American
(Structural is not an
issue)

Policy
Mechanism

System-Wide
Improvement
Framework
(SWIF)

Corps
Levee
Standards

Vegetation
Variance
Policy
Guidance
Letter (PGL)

Required

Sponsor Actions

e Make the case for a
plan

e Develop “worst
first” plan

e Annual renewal of
milestones and
P.L. 84-99 eligibility

e Remove non-
compliant
vegetation

e Manage remaining
vegetation within
ETL requirements
(e.g. setbacks,
vegetation berms)

e Submit request for
variance eligibility

e Determine technical
and analytical needs
(w/ATR)

o Conduct/submit
variance request

Attainment of
compliance
with USACE

Standards and

Policies
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Draft Policy Guidance Letter
Vegetation Variance Request

USACE provides several mechanisms for levee system sponsors to achieve
existing vegetation standards.

A sponsor may request a vegetation variance to achieve the existing
USACE vegetation standards while preserving, protecting or enhancing
natural resources and/or protecting Native American rights.

The variance request policy is not a new vegetation standard. USACE
vegetation standards have existed for several decades and we consider
them critical to flood risk management project performance and
reliability.

A variance does not cover vegetation resulting from inadequate operation
and maintenance or inconsistent application of policy or standards.

Vegetation covered by an existing variance or other deviation must be
submitted for a new variance via the most current Policy Guidance Letter.

USACE will only approve a variance that does not compromise life safety.
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OPTIONS FOR REDUCING FLOOD RISK FOR LEVEES WITH AN UNACCEPTABLE RATING

Current Levee
Condition

Levee with
Unacceptable
Rating

Conditions:

e Sponsor wants
to improve levee
system

e Sponsor wants
to retain P.L. 84-
99 eligibility

Primary Issues
may be:
e Structural
e Vegetation
e Environmental
e Native American

Primary Issues
may be:

e Structural

e Vegetation

¢ Environmental

Primary Issues
must be:
e Vegetation
e Environmental
or Native
American
(Structural is not an
issue)

Policy
Mechanism

System-Wide
Improvement
Framework
(SWIF)

Corps
Levee
Standards

Vegetation
Variance
Policy
Guidance
Letter (PGL)

Required

Sponsor Actions

e Make the case for a
plan

e Develop “worst
first” plan

e Annual renewal of
milestones and
P.L. 84-99 eligibility

e Remove non-
compliant
vegetation

e Manage remaining
vegetation within
ETL requirements
(e.g. setbacks,
vegetation berms)

¢ Submit request for
variance eligibility

e Determine technical
and analytical needs
(w/ATR)

e Conduct/submit
variance request

Attainment of
compliance
with USACE

Standards and

Policies
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Draft Policy
System-Wide Improvement Framework

Process for levee owners to maintain eligibility for rehabilitation assistance
while they implement broader system-wide improvements to the levee system.

Allows for prioritizing and correcting "worst first” to optimize risk reduction.

The Corps recognizes implementation should be within a collaborative
intergovernmental framework and that it will take time to develop and
implement improvements that ensure levee safety imperatives,
environmental, ESA, and other concerns of interest are adequately served.

Will be synchronized with vegetation variance process, informed by science,
and will ensure that eligibility for rehabilitation assistance is alighed with other
Corps levee policies.

May incorporate documentation of agreements between USACE and the
sponsor related to implementation of system modification under other
overlapping USACE policies and studies applicable to the levee systems
identified in the plan.

The levee sponsor will be eligible for an extension of eligibility for federal
rehabilitation assistance under Public Law (P.L.) 84-99.
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Draft Policy
System-Wide Improvement Framework
Potential Contents

. Identification of levee system or systems covered by the framework.

=  Adescription of the system-wide improvements being addressed by the
levee sponsor's system-wide improvement framework.

=  Adescription of the unacceptable inspection items that are being
deferred with an explanation of when these items will be corrected as
part of the system-wide improvement framework.

. Interim maintenance standards that will be implemented during the time
that the system-wide improvement framework is being implemented.

=  Schedules and milestones to monitor progress and determine continued
qualification for extension of eligibility for rehabilitation assistance.

. Interim Risk Reduction Measure (IRRM)
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DRAFT SCHEDULE

= July — release draft SWIF for field review
= July — public release of R&D report

= Sept — Issue final SWIF

= Oct — publish draft PGL In federal register
= Dec — issue final PGL
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