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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD      4 August 2004 
 
SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL DETERMINATION ON THE SUITABILITY OF SEDIMENT 
PROPOSED TO BE DREDGED FROM THE BLAIR WATERWAY BRIDGE REACH WIDENING  
PROJECT FOR BENEFICIAL USE ALTERNATIVES, AS EVALUATED UNDER SECTION 404 
OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT. 
 
1.  The following supplemental suitability determination reflects the consensus determination of the 

Agencies that comprise the regional Dredged Material Management Program (DMMP) for the State of 
Washington on the suitability of the material from the Blair Bridge Reach Widening Project located in 
Blair Waterway, Commencement bay, Washington for Beneficial Use alternatives.  The agencies 
include the Corps of Engineers, Department of Ecology, Department of Natural Resources, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  The initial suitability determination (11 February 2004) documented 
the suitability of 265,000 cubic yards of material from the Blair Bridge Reach Widening Project for in-
water disposal at the Commencement Bay disposal site.  

 
2.  Relevant dates extracted from the 11 February SDM for regulatory tracking purposes are included in 

Table 1. 
 
Table 1.  Regulatory Tracking Information and Dates 

Initial SAP submittal date: 
Revised SAP submittal date: 

April 2, 2003 
August 11, 2003 

Initial SAP review/response letter date: 
Revised SAP approval letter date: 

May 23, 2003 
August 28, 2003 

Sampling date(s): November 4-5, 2003 
Sediment data characterization report submittal date: January 23, 2004 
Initial Suitability Determination date: February 11, 2004 
DAIS Tracking Number POTBB-1-A-F-193 
Recency Determination Date:   Moderate  (5 years)                                     November 2009 

 
3.  The purpose of this supplemental suitability determination is to re-evaluate the data collected from the 

previous full characterization effort relative to the SMS program Sediment Quality Standards (SQS) 
Guidelines. Table 2 provides the results of the full chemistry effort. The data in this table are reported in 
dry weight concentrations, and are contrasted with the DMMP guidelines, and the dry weight SMS 
Guidelines.  As shown in the table, six (e.g., BBW-C03, BBW-C05, BBW-C06, BBW-C07, BBW-C08, 
BBW-C09) of the nine dredged material management units (DMMUs) evaluated had Total Organic 
Carbon (TOC) values less than 0.5%. Therefore, the dry weight SMS values are the appropriate 
comparison for those six DMMUs with TOC’s less than 0.5%. As noted in this table the chemicals for 
all nine DMMUs were reported below the SMS dry weight SQS Guidelines. The three DMMUs with 
TOC’s greater than 0.5% were TOC normalized for comparisons to the SMS TOC-normalized 
guidelines, and those comparisons are depicted in Table 3. The results of these comparisons shows that 
all TOC-normalized values for BBW-C01, BBW-C02, BBW-C04 were all below SQS Guidelines.  

  
4.   Therefore, the results of the SMS comparisons (dry weight and TOC-normalized) with the chemical 

analysis results for the nine composited DMMUs, representing a total of 87,000 cy of material and the 
178,000 cy of unanalyzed native sediment indicate that the entire 265,000 cy of material is determined 
to be suitable for a potential beneficial use alternative.   

 
3.  This memorandum documents the suitability of sediment to be dredged from the Blair Bridge Reach 

Widening Dredging Project for a potential beneficial use alternative. However, this suitability 
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