
CENWS-OD-ME-DMMO     
  
    
MEMORANDUM FOR:  RECORD           July 22, 2013 
  
SUBJECT:  TIER 1 DETERMINATION REGARDING THE SUITABILITY OF PROPOSED DREDGED 
MATERIAL FROM THE CITY OF STEVENSON WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT OUTFALL, 
SKAMANIA COUNTY, WASHINGTON.  
  
1.   Introduction.  This memorandum reflects the consensus determination of the Dredged Material 

Management Program (DMMP) agencies (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington State 
Department of Ecology, Washington State Department of Natural Resources, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency) regarding the testing status and suitability of up to 1,100 cubic 
yards (cy) of dredged material from the City of Stevenson Wastewater Treatment Plant Outfall. 

 
2.   Background.  In 2007, the Piper Road landslide deposited approximately 1 million cubic yards of 

sediment into the Rock Creek gorge, about ½ mile upstream from the confluence with the Columbia 
River (Gray and Osborne, 2013).  Transport of sediment to the Columbia River since the landslide 
has covered the outlet pipe for the City of Stevenson’s wastewater treatment plant.  Dredging of the 
material covering the outfall pipe is necessary to restore use of the outfall, and in order to expose 
the pipe so that an extension can be added.   

 
3.    Exclusionary Criteria. The Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404(b)1 Guidelines for Specification of 

Disposal Sites for Dredged or Fill Material (CFR 40 Section 230.60, subparagraphs a - c) include 
exclusionary criteria with regard to testing. The Guidelines state that (1) dredged or fill material is 
most likely to be free from chemical, biological, or other pollutants where it is composed primarily of 
sand, gravel, or other naturally occurring inert material. Dredged material so composed is generally 
found in areas of high current or wave energy such as streams with large bed loads or coastal areas 
with shifting bars and channels; and (2) the extraction site shall be examined in order to assess 
whether it is sufficiently removed from sources of pollution to provide reasonable assurance that the 
proposed discharge material is not a carrier of contaminants; and (3) where the discharge site is 
adjacent to the excavation site and subject to the same sources of contaminants, and materials at 
the two site are substantially similiar (EPA, 1980). Dredged material that meets these guidelines 
may be excluded from further testing. 
 

4.    Exclusionary Status Determination.  A sample of the material to be dredged was collected by 
bucket during low water in March 7, 2013.  Figure 1 is a photo of the collected sample, which shows 
the material to be primarily sand and gravel with some cobble.  The photo clearly shows the coarse 
nature of the material.   

 
 The DMMP agencies conducted an evaluation of potential sources of contamination from the vicinity 

of the project.  In addition to the material being associated with an outfall, there are two notable 
upland MTCA cleanup sites in the City of Stevenson: a plywood mill and a filling station, both 
upriver, along the Columbia, from the site (Figure 2).  Although these MTCA cleanup sites are a 
potential source of contamination to the area, they are upland sources and there is no clear 
pathway for the spread of contamination from these sites.  In addition, the material planned for 
dredging is presumed to all have originated from the Piper Road landslide.   
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The proposed disposal of the dredged material is by side casting to a 100’ by 100’ area immediately 
downstream of the dredge prism (Figure 3).  Therefore the DMMP agencies determined that due to 
the small volume of material, the coarse nature of the material, recent deposition of the material 
from the landslide and proximity of the disposal area, the proposed dredged material meets the 
exclusionary criteria. 

 
In summary, the DMMP agencies have determined that the City of Stevenson’s Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Outfall dredging project meets the exclusionary criteria under the Clean Water Act.  
No additional sediment testing is required.       

 
This determination does not constitute final agency approval of the project.  During the public 
comment period that follows a public notice, the resource agencies will provide input on the overall 
project.  A final decision will be made after full consideration of agency input, and after an 
alternatives analysis is done under section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act.   

 
 
5.   References.    

 
EPA, 1980. 40 CFR Part 230 Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines for Specification of Disposal Sites for 
Dredged or Fill Material, Environmental Protection Agency, December 1980. 
 
Gray and Osborne, 2013.  Technical Memorandum: Geomorphology and Estimation of 
Sedimentation Rates, Emergency Outfall Work, City of Stevenson. March 26, 2013. 
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6.   Signatures.    

  
  
   
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Kelsey van der Elst - Seattle District Corps of Engineers  
  
  

 
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Justine Barton - Environmental Protection Agency  

  
  
  

___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Laura Inouye, Ph.D. - Washington Department of Ecology  
  
  
  
___________    ________________________________________________  
Date       Celia Barton - Washington Department of Natural Resources  

  
  

  
Copies furnished:  
  
DMMP signatories  
Ken Alexander, Gray & Osborne 
Jim Dougherty, Gray & Osborne 
Ben Shumaker, City of Stevenson 
Peter Olmstead, Corps Regulatory OM 
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The signed document is on file in the Dredged Material Management Office.
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Figure 1.  Photo of sample taken March 7, 2013. 
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Figure 3. Location of proposed disposal site, at least 50 feet from new outfall line.
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