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Material is SUITABLE for 
open-water disposal 

Material is UNSUITABLE for 
open-water disposal 

TIER 1 
Assess existing sediment data 

   

Are all chemicals below 
SL? Does dioxin meet 

DMMP guideline values?   

Are disposal guidelines met? 

TIER 2 
Chemical testing 

Any BTs 
exceeded? 

TIER 3  
Biological testing: Bioaccumulation 
tests for compounds exceeding BT 

TIER 3 
Biological testing: Bioassays for non-
bioaccumulative compounds over SL 

 YES 

 YES 

 YES 

  NO 

Are disposal guidelines met? 

  NO 

  NO 

TIER 4  
Special Studies  

 YES 

  NO 

Figure 3-2.  Tiered Testing Decision Diagram 


