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Open House 
Seattle Harbor Navigation Improvement Project Feasibility Study 

  Agenda 
Need for Project & Rationale for Deepening Study – Bari Bookout, Port of Seattle 
Study Process – Rachel Mesko, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
  
Information Tables 
 Port of Seattle USACE Project Table 
 Sediments 
 Feasibility Study 
 
Comment Forms 
 Email Comments:  SeattleHarbor@usace.army.mil 
 
Sign up to Receive More Information 
 Sign up Sheets at Tables 
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Seattle Harbor Navigation Improvement Project Area 
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**Martin Associates, 2013 Economic Impact Study of Port of Seattle, Marine Cargo  

POS Marine Cargo Jobs Personal Income 

Direct 8,902 $527 Million 
Induced/Re-spend 8,644 $1.12 Billion  
Indirect 5,863 $289 Million 
Total 23,409 $1.975 Billion  

Current Economic Impact to the Region 
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Ships are Getting Bigger… 

MSC Beatrice 14,000 TEU* 
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* TEU = 20’ Equivalent Unit 



Deeper Channels and Berths are Needed 

Pilotage navigation guideline:  
10% of draft below keel 

TEU = 20’ Equivalent Unit, i.e. a container. 
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 WA is an Export Economy  

Top 5 Agriculture 
Export 
Destinations 
1. China 

2. Japan  

3. Korea  

4. Taiwan 

5. Philippines  
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Seattle is an Export Gateway 

Imports 

Exports 

PNW export cargo is 
heavy and ships 
depart Seattle at  

deadweight capacity 

Loaded to TEU Capacity 
• 9.3 metric tons per TEU 

Loaded to Deadweight Capacity 
• 14.3 metric tons per TEU 

Import cargo is 
generally lighter 
weight and ships 

depart Asia at 
TEU capacity 

Stats reflect FY13 averages for full international container moves through the Port of Seattle. 
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Partnering with the  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

In 2012, the Port of Seattle asked USACE to explore  
deepening of the East & West Waterways. 
 

In 2014, USACE conducted  a Reconnaissance Study that 
indicated a federal interest to study feasibility of deepening. 
 

In October 2014, a Feasibility Study was initiated to formally 
evaluate navigation improvement alternatives. 
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Corps Feasibility Study Process 

Scoping 

• Public input on study 
area problems and 
issues for further 
consideration 

• Data gathering 
• Environmental 

coordination begins 

Alternative 
Formulation 
& Analysis 

• Formulate & evaluate 
alternatives 

• Develop conceptual 
designs & cost estimates 

• Identify “Tentatively 
Selected Plan” that is in 
the Federal Interest & 
economically viable for 
the nation 

• Draft report released for 
public review & 
comment 
 

Feasibility -
Level Design 

• Refine recommended 
plan based on review 
comments 

• Further develop designs 
of recommended plan 

• Final report released for 
public review 
 

Final Report 

• Final report sent to 
Congress recommending 
authorization and 
appropriation 

• Environmental 
compliance complete 

Current Stage 
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West Waterway 
Deepening -51’ to -55’ MLLW 

East Waterway 
Deepening -51’ to -55’ MLLW 

T-5 T-18 

T-30 

T-46 

Project Area & Potential Alternatives 



Evaluation of Alternatives 

• Alternatives will be evaluated and compared 
using many criteria 

• Initial evaluation & screening criteria include: 
– Costs & Benefits (Economic Considerations) 
– Environmental Considerations 
– Tribal Considerations 
– Navigational Safety 
– Historical & Cultural Resources 
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Study Timeline & Public Involvement 
Fall 2014  Public scoping starts 
 
Spring 2016*   Draft Feasibility Report / Environmental 
   Assessment available for public review 
 
Summer 2017*  Final Feasibility Report / Environmental 
   Assessment available for public review 
 
Fall 2017*   Chief’s Report & NEPA Documentation
   complete 
 
2019   Earliest Construction Year 

* Contingent on funding 
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Get Involved 
Contact Information 

Online:  http://bit.ly/SeattleHarborGI 
 
Email: SeattleHarbor@usace.army.mil 
 
Mail: 
CENWS-PM-CP-CJ 
Attn: Seattle Harbor Navigation  
          Improvement Project 
          U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
          P.O. Box 3755  
          Seattle, WA  98124  
 
Phone: 206-764-3464 
 
 

Provide comments to the Corps of 
Engineers: 

• Study area problems 
• Issues for future consideration 
• Data/information on study area 
 

Join the stakeholder email list to get 
updates on study progress 
 

Review the Draft Feasibility Report / 
Environmental Assessment when 
available (Spring 2016) 

Provide Input 
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Thank you! 
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Open House 
Seattle Harbor Deepening Feasibility Study 
  
Information Tables 
 Port of Seattle USACE Project Table 
 Sediments 
 Feasibility Study 
  
Comment Forms 
Email Comments: SeattleHarbor@usace.army.mil 
 
Sign up to Receive More Information 
  
Thank you for coming 
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