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SEATTLE HARBOR NAVIGATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AREA

EAST WATERWAY
WEST WATERWAY



14,000-18,000+
TEUs

8,000
TEUs

10,000
TEUs

49' 51'*48'

Post-Panamax: 136'

14 - 18K TEU Ships: 193'

10K TEU Ships: 150'

14,000 TEU ship draft: 51’
 18,000 TEU ship draft: 48’

55' 

10%

50' 

...AND DEEPER
Safe pilotage requires 10% 

 addition to draft

TEU= 20’ Equivalent Unit, i.e. a 20’ container

SHIPS IN THE WORLD FLEET ARE GETTING BIGGER...
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Shallower than potential depth Federally Authorized Navigation Channel

East Waterway Depth (Highlighted at -51�) East Waterway Depth (Highlighted at -53�) East Waterway Depth (Highlighted at -55�)
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Corps Feasibility Study Process 

Scoping 

• Public input on study 
area problems and 
issues for further 
consideration 

• Data gathering 
• Environmental 

coordination begins 

Alternative 
Formulation 
& Analysis 

• Formulate & evaluate 
alternatives 

• Develop conceptual 
designs & cost estimates 

• Identify “Tentatively 
Selected Plan” that is in 
the Federal Interest & 
economically viable for 
the nation 

• Draft report released for 
public review & 
comment 
 

Feasibility -
Level Design 

• Refine recommended 
plan based on review 
comments 

• Further develop designs 
of recommended plan 

• Final report released for 
public review & 
comment 

 
 

Final Report 

• Final report sent to 
Congress recommending 
authorization and 
appropriation 

• Environmental 
compliance complete 

Current Stage 

CORPS FEASIBILITY STUDY PROCESS
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