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Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle 
District (Corps) has prepared, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to address the potential environmental impacts 
associated with proposed channel daylighting of Mapes Creek, in Seattle, WA.  The 
purpose of this Public Notice is to solicit comments from interested persons, groups, 
and agencies.  A copy of the draft EA is available on the Seattle District Corps website 
under the project title Mapes Creek: 
 
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/ers/ 
 
 
AUTHORITY 
This Integrated Detailed Project Report and Environmental Assessment is submitted 
under Section 1135 the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (Public Law 104-
303), as amended.  Section 1135 projects are part of a larger Continuing Authorities 
Program (CAP) under which the Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil Works, acting 
through the Chief of Engineers, is authorized to plan, design, and implement certain 
types of water resources projects without additional project-specific authorization.  The 
Section 1135 authority allows the Corps to carry out projects for improving the quality of 
the environment when it is determined that such modifications are feasible, consistent 
with the authorized project purpose, and will improve the quality of the environment in 
the public interest.  Projects under this authority can include modifications to the 
structures and operations of water resources projects constructed by the Corps or 
restoration projects can be at locations where a Corps project has contributed to 
degradation of the environment.  Construction costs of approved Section 1135 Projects 
are cost shared at a rate of 75% federal and 25% non-Federal.  The federal study and 
implementation cost limit for any one Section 1135 CAP project is $5,000,000. 
Operation and maintenance costs are 100 percent the responsibility of the project 
sponsor. 

http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/ers/�


 
PROJECT NEED AND PURPOSE 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate restoration opportunities related to Mapes 
Creek, including its discharge into Lake Washington, and to recommend a plan to 
improve environmental quality.  Environmental quality has been adversely impacted by 
the construction and operation of the authorized Lake Washington Ship Canal Project 
(LWSC).  The need for this project is to restore degraded ecosystem function and 
habitat.   

Mapes Creek, an urban tributary to Lake Washington, is currently piped for a total 
distance of 3,200 feet, portions of which convey storm drainage as well as combined 
sewer overflow from infrequent storm events. The pipe discharges 20 feet offshore into 
Lake Washington.  The discharge location, 3 miles north of the mouth of the Cedar 
River, is a critical location for migrating juvenile salmonids. 

The goal of the Mapes Creek restoration project is to improve the function of the Lake 
Washington shoreline ecosystem, in particular as it relates to habitat for juvenile 
salmonids and other wildlife.  Restoration opportunities exist to: 1) Increase shallow 
water shoreline habitat for refuge and rearing of migrating juvenile salmon; 2) Increase 
adjacent aquatic habitat for birds, amphibians and other wildlife in Lake Washington.  
The study will consider opportunities related to the use of Mapes Creek flows and 
daylighting the stream channel through a public park to meet the project goal and 
objectives. The goal of Mapes Creek project is complimentary to the Watershed 
Resource Inventory Area 8 (WRIA8) regional salmon recovery strategy for Puget Sound 
Chinook. 
 
PROPOSED ACTION 
The proposed action would divert the flow of Mapes Creek away from its current route 
through a combined sewer over flow (via an approximately 1500 foot long diversion) to 
Be’er Sheva Park where it would be daylighted for approximately 370 feet.  This 
daylighted portion would empty into Lake Washington creating a natural stream mouth 
along the shoreline. Riparian plantings and large woody debris would be incorporated 
as habitat features along the daylighted channel and Lake Washington shoreline. The 
primary goal of this project is to create critical shallow water habitat for juvenile salmon 
migrating along the Lake Washington shoreline, as well as wildlife.  This shallow water 
habitat will function as refuge from predators and as a foraging area. 
 
ANTICIPATED IMPACTS 
Temporary impacts to traffic are anticipated during the construction of the diversion pipe 
that will lead to Be’ er Sheva Park. A traffic control plan will be developed to minimize 
these impacts.  A temporary and slight reduction in water quality would be expected 
during construction when the connection of the excavated channel is made with Lake 
Washington.  Impacts to turbidity will be minimized by the use of best management 
practices and the installation of a cofferdam or equivalent at the connection point.  
 
Construction of the delta may cause temporary disturbances to Chinook salmon, 
steelhead, bull trout, and other fish along the Lake Washington shoreline due to 



increased noise and/or elevated turbidity levels, if fish are present during construction. 
However, adult fish are expected to avoid the construction area. The work to connect 
the channel with the Lake Washington shoreline will be performed between July 16 and 
December 31, after the juvenile salmon outmigration period, to minimize this 
disturbance. Other impacts include temporary noise and a temporary reduction in 
aesthetic value.  Overall, impacts related to the project will be minor, temporary, and 
localized. 
 
EVALUATION 
The Corps has made a preliminary determination that the environmental impacts of the 
proposal can be adequately evaluated under the National Environmental Policy Act 
through preparation of an environmental assessment (EA). Based on that analysis, the 
proposed Mapes Creek Park Restoration Project in Seattle, Washington is not a major 
Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment and therefore 
does not require preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS). 
 
The Corps finds this project will have no adverse impacts on federally listed species or 
critical habitat under the Endangered Species Act. Consultation on all species and their 
critical habitat  is complete, with a determination of “May affect, but not likely to 
adversely affect”.  The project involves the placement of fill in a water of the U.S.  The 
Washington Department Ecology and the Corps has made the determination that this 
project is analogous to the conditions of a Nationwide Permit 27, Aquatic Restoration.  
Ecology issued a letter to the Corps confirming this on December 1, 2010.  The Corps 
has determined that the project has no potential to cause effects to Historic Properties 
under the NHPA.  Impacts to water quality, aesthetics, traffic flow, and noise effects will 
generally be highly localized and short in duration. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS 
The decision on whether to conduct the project will be based on an evaluation of the 
probable impact on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for 
both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably 
may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered; among these are:  conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife, flood hazards, 
flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership and, in general, the 
needs and welfare of the people. 
 
Any person who has an interest that may be affected by this disposal of fill or dredged 
material may request a public hearing. The request must be submitted in writing to the 
District Engineer within the comment period of this notice, and must clearly set forth the 
following:  the interest that may be affected, the manner in which the interest may be 
affected by this activity, and the particular reason for holding a public hearing regarding 
this activity. 



 
The Corps invites submission of factual comment on the environmental impact of the 
proposal. Comments will also be considered in determining whether it would be in the 
best public interest to proceed with the proposed project. The Corps will consider all 
submissions received before the expiration date of this notice. The nature or scope of 
the proposal may be changed upon consideration of the comments received. The Corps 
will initiate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and afford all the appropriate 
public participation opportunities attendant to an EIS, if significant effects on the quality 
of the human environment are identified and cannot be mitigated. 
 
Submit comments to this office no later than May 26, 2011 to ensure consideration. 
 
Attn: Melissa Leslie 
Environmental Resources Section 
PO Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124 
 
 
In addition to sending comments via mail, comments may be e-mailed to 
Melissa.L.Leslie@usace.army.mil. 
 
If you would like a hard copy of the Environmental Assessment or you have requests for 
additional information please contact Melissa Leslie, at 206-764-6587 or the above e-
mail address. 


