
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – Seattle District 
4735 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA 98134 

www.nws.usace.army.mil  

 
 

 
 

 
Army Corps of Engineers to require EIS for Gateway Pacific Terminal proposal  

and Custer Spur line improvements 
 
Seattle – The Army Corps of Engineers has evaluated related proposals from both Pacific International Terminals to 
construct a multi-model marine terminal and Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway to make improvements to the 
Custer Spur line in Whatcom County, Wash.  The Corps has determined that an Environmental Impact Statement 
will be necessary to document potential effects of both the projects as required under the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 
   
The proposed terminal project would be developed on about 350 acres and would include a three-berth deep-water 
wharf near Ferndale, Wash. The wharf would be 2,980 feet long and 105 feet wide with access by a trestle, 
approximately 1,100 feet long and 50 feet wide on 730 steel piles. Interrelated, but the subject of a separate permit 
application, an existing spur of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad mainline will be upgraded to support 
increased traffic. The combined proposed impacts at the PIT and BNSF project sites include the permanent fill of up 
to 170 acres of wetlands, kelp bed shading, and displacement of marine invertebrate habitat. PIT has proposed 
measure to mitigate these impacts. 
 
The Corps evaluated the significance of the proposals in context and intensity, as required under NEPA, and 
concluded that the proposed projects may have a significant impact on the environment and is therefore moving 
forward with Environmental Impact Statement preparation. 
 
“Based on the projects described and potential impacts presented … authorization of the projects would be major 
federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment and therefore requires preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement to comply with NEPA,” said Seattle District Commander Col. Anthony Wright. 
 
The scoping process for this action will occur after the notice of intent has been published in the Federal Register.  
The scoping process will allow for public input into the breadth of issues to be covered in the EIS. 
 
“The Corps seeks a thorough understanding of all potential environmental effects and will work to make sure we 
have the most current, accurate and relevant information about the project’s potential impacts to the environment,” 
said Corps Regulatory Branch Chief Muffy Walker. “The Corps is just beginning its permit application review.  We 
understand the high interest in this proposal, and we will seek public involvement and conduct a thorough agency 
review prior to reaching any decision.” 
 
For more information about the Corps’ regulatory program, please see our webpage at www.nws.usace.army.mil and 
selecting Regulatory/Permits from the left hand menu. 
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