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Abbreviated Biological Evaluation 
for Watercraft Lifts in Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish
October 2015 (formerly RGP 1 Appendix A)
This Form May be Used in the Following Waterbodies:  Lake Washington, Lake Sammamish, Lake Union, Union Bay and the Lake Washington Ship Canal upstream of the Ballard/Hiram Chittenden Locks

Note to Applicants:  In addition to this form, please fully complete a Joint Aquatic Resources Permit Application and attach vicinity, plan, and elevation drawings as well as any other relevant information.  Submit to: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, Washington 98124-3755.

	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Reference Number: _______________________________ 
                                                                                                           [To be completed by the Corps]
Note to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS):  The applicant requests the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issue a permit for the project described below.  This form constitutes a reference biological evaluation in association with NMFS reference 2010/03660 and USFWS reference 13410-2009-I-386 for informal consultation in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act Essential Fish Habitat consultation requirements.

	

	SECTION A – GENERAL INFORMATION

	1. [bookmark: Text83]Applicant name:      

	[bookmark: Text3]Mailing address:       

	Work phone:
     
	Home phone:
     
	Email:
     

	2. Joint-use applicant name (if applicable):       

	Mailing address:       

	Work phone:
     
	Home phone:
     
	Email:
     

	3. Authorized agent name:       

	Mailing address:       

	Work phone:
     
	Home phone:
     
	Email:
     

	4. Location where proposed work will occur (street address, city, county):
     
Location of joint-use property if applicable (street address, city, county):  
     
[bookmark: Text10]Waterbody:       

	Latitude:       
	Longitude:       

	5. Have you received a shoreline permit or letter of exemption?  |_| Yes    |_| No
The applicant is responsible for contacting the local jurisdiction about their specific requirements. 

	6. Are you proposing work on or over State Owned Aquatic Lands?  |_| Yes    |_| No
The applicant is responsible for contacting Washington State Department of Natural Resources (http://www.dnr.wa.gov/ContactDNR/Pages/Home.aspx) prior to performing work on or over State owned aquatic land.  



	SECTION B - SPECIFIC PROJECT INFORMATION

	[bookmark: Text75]1.  Detailed Description of the Proposed Work:       
	
Date work completed (if application is submitted after completion of work):      

	2.  Description of Single or Joint Use Overwater Structure(s) Adjacent to Proposed Activity: 
[bookmark: Text76]     


	3.  Number of existing watercraft lifts and/or canopy(ies) at the existing overwater structure: 

	Ground based lifts
	Floating lifts
	Suspended lifts
	Canopies

	     
	     
	     
	     

	4.  Number of existing lifts (listed above under section 3) to be replaced maintained, or repaired:

	Ground based lifts
	Floating lifts
	Suspended lifts
	Canopies

	     
	     
	     
	     

	5.  Number of proposed brand new: 

	Ground based lifts
	Floating lifts
	Suspended lifts
	Canopies

	     
	     
	     
	     

	6.  Depth of landward most end of proposed watercraft lift(s) and/or canopy(ies): ______  feet 
	
	
	

	7.  Will the watercraft lift(s) contact the substrate?: |_| Yes     |_| No
	
	
	

	[bookmark: Text84]8.  Distance of landward most end of proposed watercraft lift(s) and/or canopy(ies) from the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) on the shoreline:       feet
	
	
	

	9.  Type(s) of equipment utilized for watercraft installation:      

	
	
	

	10.  Work window.   
List work window:  From                 to                .   
Work windows are located at:  http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Regulatory/PermitGuidebook.aspx
Select Chapter X.  Work Windows
	
	
	

	11. Mitigation (mitigation requirements are described in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2).

If no mitigation points are required (per Appendix 1, Table 1), check here |_| and skip to Section C 

Required number of mitigation points (per Appendix 1, Table 1):      

Mitigation Measure Option Number(s) (per Appendix 2, Table 2):      

Show calculations from Table 2:      
	
	
	

	[bookmark: Text77]12.  Detailed description of the proposed mitigation activity:      
Location of mitigation site (onsite/offsite):           

	




	SECTION C – CONSERVATION MEASURES

	Place an X in the “Yes” column if you will implement the measure.
Place an X in the “No” column if you will not implement the measure.  
Place an X in the “NA” column if the measure is not applicable to your project.  

	Yes 
	No 
	N/A
	Conservation Measures

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	1. All work will be completed within work window listed in Section B-10.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	2. Appropriate amount of mitigation per Appendix 2, Table 2.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	3. Mitigation will be completed within one year of permit issuance.  A report on mitigation completion, including as-built drawings, will be submitted to the Corps 12 months from the date the Corps issues a permit.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	4. Mitigation planting monitoring reports will be submitted annually, no later than November 30 of each monitoring year, for 5 years from when Corps accepts the as-built drawings.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	5.  The permittee will put the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reference name and number on the authorized watercraft lifts.  This will be written such that the marking is permanent, is located above the water surface, and can be clearly seen.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	6.  During the installation and utilization of the watercraft lift(s) no large woody material/debris will be removed.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	7.   All structural steel members are pre-painted and dried prior to installation.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	8.  If watercraft lift(s) include wood, only non-treated wood shall be used.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	9.  If an existing watercraft lift is to be removed or replaced, the existing lift will be removed in its entirety.  

	[bookmark: Check39]|_|
	[bookmark: Check40]|_|
	[bookmark: Check41]|_|
	10.  If a floating watercraft lift is installed, it will not rest on the substrate at any time.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	11.  If a barge is used, the barge must not ground out.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	12.  Equipment will be operated from an out-of-water location whenever possible.  Equipment will be operated in a manner that minimizes the suspension of particulates. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	13.  All equipment used in or around water will be clean and inspected daily prior to use to ensure that the equipment has no fluid leaks.  Should a leak develop during use, the leaking equipment will be removed from the site immediately and not used again until it has been adequately repaired.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	14.  No equipment will be stored or fueled so close to a surface water that the activity could adversely affect the waterbody.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	15.  Work that disturbs the substrate, bank, or shore will occur in the dry whenever practicable.  

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	16.  A copy of the permit and/or permit authorization letter, permit drawings, mitigation planting plan (if applicable), will be recorded with the Registrar of Deeds, within 60 days after the date of the permit issuance date, to ensure that subsequent property owners are aware of the installation, use, and mitigation requirements.  Proof of this will be provided to the Corps within 65 days after the date of the Corps’ letter to the permittee.


SECTION D
If the applicant has checked “No” for any of the above items in Section C, the following items must be completed by the applicant:
|_| Explain why you cannot meet all of the above conservation measures:       



|_| Based on the existing environmental conditions and the proposed work, the applicant is proposing additional mitigation as described below:       



I CERTIFY THAT I AM FAMILIAR WITH THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS REFERENCE BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION, AND THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, SUCH INFORMATION IS TRUE, COMPLETE AND ACCURATE.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I POSSESS THE AUTHORITY TO UNDERTAKE THE PROPOSED ACTIVITIES.  I HEREBY GRANT TO THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, AND THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, THE RIGHT TO ENTER THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED LOCATION TO INSPECT THE PROPOSED, IN-PROGRESS, OR COMPLETED WORK.  I VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ABBREVIATED BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION.  


			
Signature of Applicant		Date


			
Signature of Co-Applicant (if applicable) 		Date



Appendix 1
Categories of Activities and Mitigation Points

Categories of Activities: 

Category A:  Installation or retention of one ground-based or floating watercraft lift without a canopy, per adjacent upland property, where no other watercraft lift exists.  If watercraft lifts are proposed to be installed at a joint-use pier owned by two upland property owners, under this Category, only one can be installed.   

Category B:  Installation or retention of additional watercraft lifts beyond one, without a canopy, at a single residential use waterfront structure.  A maximum of three lifts are allowed at a single residential use overwater structure.  However, only two lifts can be ground-based, all other lift(s) must be floating or suspended lift(s).

	Category C:  Installation or retention of additional watercraft lifts beyond one, without a canopy, at a joint use waterfront structure.  There is no limitation to the maximum amount of watercraft lifts at an existing joint use structure.  However, different project impact reduction and mitigation measures will be required based on the type of additional lifts (e.g., floating or suspended versus ground-based).

Category D:  Installation or retention of a translucent canopy on a new or existing watercraft lift.

1.  The canopy and structure should be located waterward of the 9-foot depth elevation (based on OHWM).  If this condition cannot be met, additional project impact reduction measures are required.

2.  The lowest edge of the canopy must be at least 8 feet above the plane of the OHWM.

	3.  Only 1 (one) canopy can be installed per single or joint use residential overwater structure.

4.  The watercraft lift with the canopy must be oriented with the length in the north-south direction to the maximum extent practicable.

Category E:  Replacement, repair or maintenance of existing watercraft lifts and translucent canopies.  This includes parts which are located above or below the plane of the OHWM including parts which make contact with the substrate of the waterbody.  If a watercraft lift or translucent canopy is being replaced, it must be replaced in the same footprint as the original one, or in a location at the same water depth or deeper on the same property.


Table 1.  Number of Required Mitigation Points for Certain Categories, Different Water Depths, and Different Aquatic Habitats.

	







Project Work Description
	Location of Proposed Work

	
	A
	B

	
	Landward most side of the watercraft lift is in a water depth of 9 feet or greater (based on OHW)
	Landward most side of the watercraft lift is in a water depth less than 9 feet (based on OHW)

	
	# Required Mitigation Points
	# Required Mitigation Points

	Category A or E
	0
	0

	Category B or C

For each new floating or suspended watercraft lift installed beyond one
	

2

	

4


	Category B or C

For each new ground based watercraft lift installed beyond one
	

4
	

6

	Category D (mitigation points for this category is added to any of the other applicable categories)

For a translucent canopy.
	



0
	



2





Appendix 2 
Project Impact Reduction and Mitigation Measure Options, Corresponding Mitigation Points, and Planting Requirements


Table 2.  Project Impact Reduction and Mitigation Measure Options, Corresponding Mitigation Points, and Planting Requirements  

	Mitigation Measure Option #
	Number of Mitigation Points
	Project Impact Reduction and Mitigation Measure Description

	1
	2

	Plant 1 tree and 1 shrub (from the planting list and per planting specifications described in this appendix) within 15 feet landward of OHW and parallel to the shoreline

	2
	2
	Remove 1 pile located waterward of OHW

Guidance on best management practices for pile removal is located at: 
http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/PublicMenu/documents/
REG/Revised_EPA_Piling_Removal_BMP's_3_01_07.pdf

Guidance on disposal and disposal location of treat wood material is located at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/demodebris/pages2/demowood.html

	3
	3
	Remove 90 square feet of an existing overwater structure.  This includes the permanent removal of a covered moorage, opaque watercraft lift canopies, and skirting.   

	4
	6
	Remove 3 linear feet of hardened shoreline and plant removal area with native vegetation (see details in this appendix)

	5
	Varies
	Removal of an entire or portion of an existing groin. The number of mitigation points varies depending on the size of the groin.  Three mitigation points = 90 square feet (footprint) of groin removed. 

This option will require before and after photos of the groin and removal area and a vicinity map showing the location of the groin.

For example:  The groin to be removed is 90 feet long and 3 feet wide.  This structure has a footprint of 270 square feet.  270 square feet divided by 90 = 3 times 3 → 9 mitigation points. 

	6
	Varies
	Removal of an entire or portion of an existing boat ramp.  The number of mitigation points varies depending on the size of the boat ramp.  Three mitigation points = 90 square feet (footprint) of boat ramp removed. 

This option will require before and after photos of the boat ramp and removal area and a vicinity map showing the location of the boat ramp.

For example:  The boat ramp to be removed is 12 feet long and 8 feet wide.  This structure has a footprint of 96 square feet.  96 divided by 90= 1.07 times 3 → 3 mitigation points.  

	7
	Varies
	Install grating on an existing overwater structure with a solid deck surface.  Grating must have at least 60% open area and must be oriented to maximize the amount of light passage.  Three mitigation points = 90 square feet of installed grating

For example:  A boatlift will be installed adjacent to a pier which has the surface area completely decked with wood, no open surface area.  The decking is removed from an area 6- by 30-feet and grating is installed for a total area of 180 square feet.  180 divided by 90 sq. ft equals 2 times 3 → 6 mitigation points.  

	8
	Varies
	If mitigation cannot be accomplished onsite, the Corps will consider mitigation at an approved offsite location.  



Note 1:  Fractional numbers 0.5 or above are rounded up and fractional numbers below 0.5 are rounded down.  Examples:  The number 7.3 would be rounded down to 7.  The number 6.5 would be rounded up to 7.

Note 2:  No “credit” is given for constructed mitigation points exceeding the required amount of required mitigation points.

Mitigation Planting Requirements.  The purpose of mitigation planting is to offset losses to the aquatic environment resulting from the installation of an overwater structure.  The mitigation planting establishes a plant community and associated food web that can be utilized by foraging and migrating salmonids as they pass through the project area, and in tidal systems provides complex shade for upper intertidal spawning forage fish.

To this end, the prospective permittee is required to establish and preserve the planting plot(s) at the project site for the duration that the watercraft lift and/or canopy is in place.  The planting plot(s) will be planted (cuttings, burlapped roots or 1 – 5 gallon pots) with native shrubs and trees.  The plot(s) must be on the property but need not be located adjacent to the overwater structures and/or watercraft lift.  The plantings must be located within 15 feet landward of OHW, planted in an alignment nearest to the water parallel to the shoreline.  The shrubs will be planted at intervals of 3-feet on center, and the trees will be planted at intervals of 10-feet on center.  The Corps must approve a planting plan submitted by the prospective permittee prior to issuance of a permit.  The plant species must be from the plant list in Table 3, or must be a species approved by the Corps.
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Table 3.  List of Approved Plant Species

	Common Name
	Scientific Name

	Shrubs:
	

	Sitka willow
	Salix sitchensis

	Souler willow
	S. scouleriana

	Sandbar willow
	S. exigua

	Pacific willow
	S. lasiandra

	Hooker willow
	S. hookeriana

	Red osier dogwood
	Cornus stolonifera

	Red flowering currant
	Ribes sanguineum

	Nootka rose
	Rosa nutkana

	Baldhip rose
	Rosa gymnocarpa

	Thimbleberry
	Rubus parviflorus

	Red elderberry
	Sambucus racemosa

	Snowberry
	Symphoricarpos albus

	Vine maple
	Acer circinatum

	Western serviceberry
	Amelanchier alnifolia

	Ocean spray
	Holodiscus discolor

	Hazelnut
	Corylus americana

	Sweet gale
	Myrica gale

	Tall Oregon grape
	Mahonia aquifolium

	Dull Oregon grape
	M. nervosa

	
	

	Trees:
	

	Black cottonwood
	Populus trichocarpa

	Douglas fir
	Pseudotsuga menzeisii

	Sitka spruce
	Picea sitchensis

	Shore pine
	Pinus contorta

	Ponderosa pine
	Pinus ponderosa

	Cascara
	Rhamnus purshiana

	Big leaf maple
	Acer macrophyllum

	Red alder
	Alnus rubra

	Birch species
	Betula spp.

	Pacific dogwood
	Cornus nuttalii

	Choke cherry
	Prunus virginiana



	Mitigation Planting Performance Standards.  One hundred percent survival of all planted trees and shrubs is required during the first and second years after planting the plot(s).  During the third through fifth years after planting, 80 percent survival is required.  The permittee must protect the planting plot(s) against predation—the Corps recommends fencing.  Individual plants that die must be replaced with native shrubs and trees taken from the species list above.  Maintenance of the mitigation area includes removal and replacement of dead or dying plants and removal of invasive and/or noxious weeds.  Maintenance does not include trimming or mowing of the plants.  The plants must be allowed to develop naturally.  If during the 5 years of monitoring, contingency plans are required (e.g., additional plantings, planting different species), the permittee must implement any Corps required contingency plans.

Mitigation Reports.  Mitigation reports must be submitted to the Corps for all projects where mitigation is required.

	a.  Mitigation must be completed within one year of permit issuance.  A report on mitigation completion, including as-built drawings, must be submitted to the Corps 12 months from the date the Corps issues a permit.  The permittee can meet this reporting requirement by submitting to the Corps a completed Report for Mitigation Work Completion (see Corps webpage for form).

	b.  If plantings are implemented: Mitigation planting monitoring reports will be due annually, no later than November 30 of each monitoring year, for 5 years from when Corps accepts the as-built drawings.  The mitigation monitoring report will include written and photographic documentation on tree and shrub mortality and replanting efforts.  Photographs must be taken between June – August (the best time of year to show plant growth).  Photographs must show a panoramic view of the entire mitigation planting area.  A set point from where photos are taken must be established and used repeatedly for each monitoring year.  The date of the photos must be noted on the monitoring report.  The permittee can meet this reporting requirement by submitting to the Corps a completed Mitigation Planting Monitoring Report (see Corps webpage for form).




Report for Mitigation Work Completion 

Within one (1) year of the date your permit was issued, submit this completed form to:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, WA 98124-3755.  You must submit a new form annually after the Corps accepts your as-built drawings of the mitigation construction.

Corps Reference Number:  	
Date the Corps Issued Your Permit:  	
Date this Report is Due:  	
Number of Mitigation Points Required by Corps:  	
Permittee’s Name:  	
Address:  	
City/State/Zip Code:  	
Location of Mitigation: _________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: Check23]You must attach to this form:	|X|  As-built drawing(s) of planting areas (if installed), and
	|X|  Photographs of the mitigation area.
Describe mitigation activity performed: ___________________________________________________
  ___________________________________________________________________________________
Date completed:  _______________________________________________
(If applicable) Conditions of your Corps permit require at least two trees be planted in each planting plot.  The vegetation you plant must be taken from this list of native species below.  Shrubs should be planted at 3-feet-on-center intervals and trees should be planted at 10-feet-on-center intervals.  Be sure to protect your plantings—fencing is recommended.  

	Name of Species You Planted
	Number Planted

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total Planted:
	


Native tree list:  Populus trichocarpa, Pseudotsuga menziesii, Picea sitchensis, Pinus contorta, P. ponderosa, Rhamnus purshiana, Acer macrophyllum, Alnus rubra, Betula spp., and Cornus nuttalii
Native shrub list:  Salix sitchensis, S. scouleriana, S. exigua, S. hookeriana, S. lasiandra, Cornus stolonifera, Ribes sanguineum, Rosa nutkana, R. gymnocarpa, Rubus parviflorus, Sambucus racemosa, Symphoricarpos albus, Acer circinatum, Amelanchier alnifolia, Holodiscus discolor, Corylus americana, Myrica gale  (Note:  You can suggest other species but the Corps must approve the species before planting commences.)


Mitigation Planting Monitoring Report 

Submit this completed form to:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, WA 98124-3755.  A completed form must be submitted 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years after the Corps accepts your as-built drawing of the mitigation planting area.

Corps Reference Number:  	
Date Your As-Builts Were Accepted by the Corps  	
Date This Report Is Due:  	
Number of Mitigation Points Required by the Corps:  	
Permittee’s Name:  	
Address:  	
City/State/Zip Code:  	
You must attach to this form:	|X|  Photographs of the mitigation area (preferably taken during June – August).
Conditions of your Corps permit require 100% survival of all planted trees and shrubs during the first and second years after planting.  During the third through fifth years after planting, 80% survival is required.  Individual plants that die must be replaced with a species from the list below.  You must protect your mitigation area—fencing is recommended.

	Date of Inspection
	Species name of Dead Plants
	Number of Dead Plants
	Name of Species Replanted
	Number Replanted

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Native tree list:  Populus trichocarpa, Pseudotsuga menziesii, Picea sitchensis, Pinus contorta, P. ponderosa, Rhamnus purshiana, Acer macrophyllum, Alnus rubra, Betula spp., and Cornus nuttalii
Native shrub list:  Salix sitchensis, S. scouleriana, S. exigua, S. hookeriana, S. lasiandra, Cornus stolonifera, Ribes sanguineum, Rosa nutkana, R. gymnocarpa, Rubus parviflorus, Sambucus racemosa, Symphoricarpos albus, Acer circinatum, Amelanchier alnifolia, Holodiscus discolor, Corylus americana, Myrica gale  (Note:  You can suggest other species but the Corps must approve the species before planting commences.)

