
Joint Public Notice  
Application for a Department of the Army Permit and 

a Washington Department of Ecology Water Quality 

Certification and/or Coastal Zone Management 

Consistency Concurrence 
 

US Army Corps
of Engineers
Seattle District

 
US Army Corps of Engineers 

Regulatory Branch 

Post Office Box 3755 

Seattle, WA  98124-3755 

Telephone (206) 764-3482 

Attn:  Karen Urelius, Project Manager 

WA Department of Ecology 

SEA Program 

Post Office Box 47600 

Olympia, WA  98504-7600 

Telephone (360) 407-6068 

Attn:  SEA Program, Federal Permit 

Coordinator 

Public Notice Date:  July 9, 2012 

Expiration Date:  August 8, 2012 

 

Reference No.:  NWS-2012-192 

Name: Grant County PUD No. 2 

 

 

 

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the Washington 

Department of Ecology (Ecology) have received an application to perform work in waters of the United States as 

described below and shown on the enclosed drawings. 

 

The Corps will review the work in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Section 10 of 

the Rivers and Harbors Act.  Ecology will review the work pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA, with applicable 

provisions of State water pollution control laws. 

 

APPLICANT: Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County 

15655 Wanapum Village Lane, SW 

Beverly, Washington 99321 

 

Attention:  Brandon Little 

Telephone:  (509) 754-5088  

 

AGENT: Grant County Public Utility District 

P.O. Box 878 

Ephrata, Washington 98823 

 

Attention:  Darrell Pock, Project Specialist III 

Telephone:  (509) 754-5098  

 

LOCATIONS: The proposed work and mitigation sites are on the Columbia River:   

 Boat Launch Site on Priest Rapids Reservoir:  46.8646, -119.9684 

 Fishing Pier Site on Wanapum Reservoir:  46.8688; -119.9786 

 Mitigation Site adjacent to Priest Rapids Reservoir:  46.8634; -119.9691 

 Mitigation Site adjacent to Wanapum Reservoir:  46.9204; -119.9534 
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WORK:   

Boat Launch – The Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County (Grant PUD) is proposing to  

install a 180-foot long boat launch ramp and launch float at the Huntzinger Road Recreation Area.  The following 

work would occur waterward of the ordinary high water mark.  Construction of the boat launch ramp would involve 

grading and placing 80 cubic yards (CY) of material under the proposed ramp slab to create a level base for the 

installation of an aggregate base.  57 CY of crushed rock would be placed for the ramp base and 40 CY of 8-12 

inch quarry spalls would be along the sides of the ramp for erosion protection.  Steel rails would be set in the 

aggregate.  On top of the aggregate base and steel rails, multiple 28-foot wide precast concrete ramp planks would 

be placed to create the ramp surface.  The landward end of the ramp would consist of cast in place concrete.   

 

The launch float would be installed over the concrete planks.  The new launch float would be 8 feet wide by 144 

feet long and would be comprised of six individual float sections.  Float materials contacting the water would be 

white in color and permanently encapsulated.  The surface of each float section would be grated with a minimum of 

50% open area, and functional grating would cover a minimum of 50% of the float.  To secure the new launch float, 

six 12-inch diameter piles would be installed along the northeast side of the ramp using vibratory hammer 

construction methods.  All resulting turbidity and drilling spoils would be contained within the isolated work area 

by a floating turbidity barrier. 

 

Other work associated with the boat launch and float landward of the ordinary high water mark includes installation 

of a concrete abutment ramp at the front of the launch float for Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility, 

construction of a gravel parking lot and access paths, native landscaping in the parking island areas, construction of 

stormwater facilities and a sidewalk, and installation of interpretive panels and a vault toilet.  Approximately 58 CY 

of fill would be placed in the wetland buffer southwest of the boat launch.   

 

Fishing Pier – The Grant PUD proposes to install a steel fishing pier.  The pier would be approximately 8 feet wide 

by 70 feet long, and would be supported by two in-water, steel pile bents and one concrete shoreline abutment.  The 

proposed pile bents would be supported on two or three 12-inch diameter steel piles which would be installed using 

vibratory hammer or drilled shaft construction method.  All in-water drilling activity would be contained within a 

24-inch diameter steel casing which would be installed using a vibratory hammer.  Installation of the pile bents 

would result in the removal of approximately 12 CY of sediment, and back filled with approximately 9 CY of 

permanent fill. 

 

Following installation of the pile bents, a grated steel superstructure would be set onto the pile caps using a crane 

operating from the shoreline.  Steel/fiberglass decking would then be applied to the superstructure to form the 

surface of the fishing pier. The surface of the pier would be grated with a minimum of 50 percent open area, and 

functional grating would cover a minimum of 50 percent of the float.  29 CY of new riprap would be placed along 

14 linear feet of shoreline to reduce the threat of erosion to the fishing pier abutment. 

 

Other work associated with the fishing pier landward of the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) includes new 

parking stalls, construction of a concrete access ramp, and construction of a sidewalk from the parking stalls to the 

fishing pier, and installation of interpretive panels and a vault toilet. 

 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the projects is to provide safe access to recreational amenities in compliance with 

Grant PUD’s Federal Energy Relicensing Commission license dated April 17, 2008.  

 

SOURCE OF FILL MATERIAL:  The source of the fill material would be a local rock quarry. 
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MITIGATION:  

Mitigation Area on Priest Rapids Reservoir 

The proposed mitigation site would be used to mitigate for the overwater impacts at the Huntzinger Road 

Recreation Area.  This would involve planting native vegetation, primarily willows and black cottonwood in the 

cobbly riparian area.  An excavator mounted stinger would be used to create the required pilot holes for the 

plantings as the base of the plants will need to reach the seasonally low water table for survival success.  Upon 

completion of planting, any disturbed upland areas would be re-seeded with native grasses.   The existing lake 

fringe Wetland area (Wetland #2) south of the formalized recreation area would be planted with mitigation 

plantings. This wetland would be enhanced via the planting of native vegetation in the sparsely vegetated areas.  

Mechanical equipment would be used to assist with the installation of native plantings.  The exact size of the 

mitigation area has not yet been determined.  A final mitigation plan will be required by the Corps prior to the 

permit decision. 

 

Mitigation Area on the Wanapum Reservoir 

The South Sand Hollow Site would provide a portion of the mitigation required for the Wanapum Dam Upper Boat 

Launch improvements as well as mitigation required for the Huntzinger Public Access Fishing Pier.  This will 

involve removing non-native and invasive species from an existing wetland.  Native vegetation will then be planted 

by hand.  After planting, the mitigation area will be fenced to protect it from human intrusion.  The mitigation area 

is located within the OHWM of the Columbia River. The exact size of the mitigation area has not yet been 

determined.  A final mitigation plan will be required by the Corps prior to the permit decision. 

 

In addition to the riparian plantings, Grant PUD proposes to remove six existing concrete bulkheads (totaling 

approximately 400 square feet) that are currently present at the fishing pier site at the OHWM. 

 

ENDANGERED SPECIES:  The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires federal agencies to consult with the 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA on 

all actions that may affect a species listed (or proposed for listing) under the ESA as threatened or endangered or 

any designated critical habitat.  The Corps has determined that listed species and critical habitat may be affected by 

the proposed action; consultation under Section 7 of the ESA is required. 

 

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT:  The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended 

by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996, requires all Federal agencies to consult with the National Marine 

Fisheries Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may 

adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).  The proposed action would impact EFH in the project area; the 

Corps will initiate EFH consultation.  The Corps' final determination relative to project impacts and the need for 

mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination with the NMFS. 

 

CULTURAL RESOURCES:  A cultural resources survey was conducted within the permit area.  No sites 

determined eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places were found to exist within the permit 

area.  The District Engineer will review the survey report, the latest published version of the National Register of 

Historic Places, lists of properties determined eligible, and other sources of information.  The District Engineer 

invites responses to this public notice from Native American Nations or tribal governments; Federal, State, and 

local agencies; historical and archeological societies; and other parties likely to have knowledge of or concerns with 

historic properties in the area.  This public notice initiates consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act with any Tribe that has information or concerns with historic properties in the proposed permit 

area.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that 

a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, with particularity, the 

reasons for holding a public hearing. 
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EVALUATION – CORPS:  The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 

impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the 

national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits, which reasonably may be 

expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors 

which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 

conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife 

values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water 

supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, 

considerations of property ownership, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

 

The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Native American Nations or tribal governments; Federal, State, 

and local agencies and officials; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 

activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition 

or deny a permit for the work.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, 

historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  

Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment pursuant to the National Environmental 

Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 

interest of the activity. 

 

The described discharge will be evaluated for compliance with guidelines promulgated by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under authority of Section 404(b)(1) of the CWA.  These guidelines require an alternatives 

analysis for any proposed discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States. 

 

EVALUATION – ECOLOGY:  Ecology is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, Native American Nations 

or tribal governments, State, and local agencies and officials; and other interested parties in order to consider and 

evaluate the impacts of this activity.  Ecology will be considering all comments to determine whether to certify or 

deny certification for the proposed project. 

 

COMMENT AND REVIEW PERIOD:  Conventional mail or e-mail comments on this public notice will be 

accepted and made part of the record and will be considered in determining whether it would be in the public 

interest to authorize this proposal.  In order to be accepted, e-mail comments must originate from the author’s        

e-mail account and must include on the subject line of the e-mail message the permit applicant’s name and 

reference number as shown below.  Either conventional mail or e-mail comments must include the permit 

applicant’s name and reference number, as shown below, and the commentator’s name, address, and phone number.  

All comments whether conventional mail or e-mail must reach this office, no later than the expiration date of this 

public notice to ensure consideration. 

 

COMMENTS TO CORPS:  All e-mail comments should be sent to:  karen.m.urelius@usace.army.mil.  

Conventional mail comments should be sent to:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, Attention:  

Karen Urelius, P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, Washington  98124-3755. 

 

COMMENTS TO ECOLOGY:  Any person desiring to present views on the project pertaining to a request for 

water quality certification under Section 401 of the CWA may do so by submitting written comments to the 

following address:  Washington State Department of Ecology, Attention:  SEA program – Federal Permit 

Coordinator, P.O. Box 47600, Olympia, Washington  98504-7600, or e-mail to:  ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov. 

 

To ensure proper consideration of all comments, responders must include the following name and reference number 

in the text of their comments:  Grant County PUD No. 2; NWS-2012-192 

 

mailto:karen.m.urelius@usace.army.mil
mailto:ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Copies of this public notice which have been mailed or otherwise physically 

distributed feature project drawings in black and white.  The electronic version features those drawings in color, 

which we think more accurately communicates the scope of project impacts.  To access the electronic version of 

this public notice, go to the Seattle District’s web page at:  http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/ and scroll down the 

alphabetical listing of District elements, and click on “Regulatory” and then “Regulatory – Permits” for the Seattle 

District’s Regulatory homepage.  Select the prominently displayed “Public Notices” heading and a list of    

recently-issued public notices will appear, in chronological order of the date of issuance.  Select and view the 

listing for this project. 

 

Encl:  Figures 1-28 

http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/
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