Public Notice
e of Application
for Permit

US Army Corps of Engineers Public Notice Date: May 3, 2016
Regulatory Branch Expiration Date: June 2,2016
Post Office Box 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755 Reference No.: NWS-2015-176
Telephone: (206) 764-3443 Name: Puyallup Tribe of Indians
ATTN: Mr. Thomas Bloxton, (Wilkeson Creek Fish Hatchery)

Project Manager

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has received arlltapplicatwion to
perform work in waters of the U.S. as described below and shown on the enclosed drawings dated August 2015.
The Corps will review the work in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).

APPLICANT: Puyallup Tribe of Indians
Attention: Blake Smith
6824 Pioneer Way East
Puyallup, Washington 98371
Telephone: (253) 680-5561

LOCATION: In Wilkeson Creek, near Wilkeson, Pierce County, Washington.
WORK: Reconfigure and reconstruct fish hatchery that was destroyed by a flood in 2009.

Water intake system. The proposed activity would impact 30,923 square feet (0.71 of an acre) of waters of the U.S.
(stream and wetland). To construct the new water intake system the applicant will install a 40-foot-wide pre-cast
concrete barrier below grade within Wilkeson Creek to anchor the water intake screen and place up to 360 cubic
yards of large rock downstream of the intake system to create a roughened channel to prevent scour. Excavation of
330 cubic yards of stream bed material will occur prior to placing the large rock. The installation of four pre-cast
concrete barriers (totaling 40 feet wide) below the stream bed to anchor the new intake screen (totaling 40 feet by
20 inches by 17.25 inches) will be the primary structural components below the ordinary high water line. The
roughened channel will measure 35 feet long by 64 feet wide by 5 feet deep. Overall, the water intake system
would impact 2,240 square feet of Wilkeson Creek.

Surface water canal and rearing ponds. The water intake system will supply water from the creek to four new
rearing ponds located south of the creek. A new water canal and rearing ponds are proposed to be built in
approximately the same location as the previous hatchery ponds but with a different configuration. There is an
existing wetland on-site that will be completely impacted. This wetland measures 28,683 square feet and it formed
following the 2009 flood event that destroyed the previous rearing ponds. Two of the new rearing ponds will be
concrete and will be constructed in uplands. The remaining two ponds will be natural, including habitat elements
such as large woody material, boulders, and root wads and will be constructed in the wetland and uplands. To
construct the new surface water canal and rearing ponds up to 14,520 square feet of the wetland will be filled and
up to 14,520 square feet of it will be converted to a different aquatic type — water canal or natural rearing pond. All
four rearing ponds will outlet to a return water canal connecting back to the creek at the downstream end of the
hatchery.
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Temporary Water Diversion and Cofferdam. The applicant has proposed to build an 8-foot-wide bypass channel in
uplands and install a cofferdam using sandbags and supersacks with a tight seal to the bottom.

PURPOSE: The purpose of the project is to enhance fish populations within the Puyallup River watershed.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is the lead Federal agency

for this project and has completed Endangered Species Act (ESA) and National Historic Preservation Act
consultations.

The wetland boundaries and/or location of the ordinary high water mark/line of mean high water/mean higher high
water shown on the project drawings have not yet been verified by the Corps. If the Corps determines the
boundaries of the wetland/waters are substantially inaccurate a new public notice may be published.

MITIGATION: The applicant has not submitted a mitigation plan.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The ESA requires federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA on all actions
that may affect a species listed (or proposed for listing) under the ESA as threatened or endangered or any
designated critical habitat. The FEMA, as the lead agency for ESA consultation, has consulted with the NMFS as
required under Section 7 of the ESA. They have determined that the project will affect proposed and/or listed
species. A Biological Opinion was issued on July 1, 2015, and NMFS concluded that the action is not likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of Puget Sound (PS) Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) or PS
steelbead (O. mykiss). The proposed action is on Tribal lands, which are excluded from designated salmon critical
habitat. The FEMA did not assess impacts to any species under USFWS jurisdiction due to a lack of suitable
habitat nearby or known presence in the project area.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended
by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996, requires all Federal agencies to consult with the NMFS on all actions, or
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat
(EFH). The proposed action would impact EFH in the project area. The FEMA, as the lead agency for a
determination regarding EFH, has consulted with the NMFS. They both have determined that the project will
adversely affect EFH. The NMFS has provided conservation recommendations to minimize impacts to the aquatic
environment.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The FEMA, as the lead agency for determining compliance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, has consulted with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Native
American Tribes as appropriate. On May 20, 2014, the SHPO concurred that no historic properties will be affected
by the proposed project.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts,
including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may
be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife
values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs,
considerations of property ownership, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.
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The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Native American Nations or Tribal Governments; Federal, State,
and local agencies and officials; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition
or deny a permit for the work. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, °
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the activity.

COMMENT AND REVIEW PERIOD: Conventional mail or e-mail comments on this public notice will be
accepted and made part of the record and will be considered in determining whether authorizing the work would
not be contrary to the public interest. In order to be accepted, e-mail comments must originate from the author’s
e-mail account and must include on the subject line of the e-mail message the permit applicant’s name and
reference number as shown below. All e-mail comments should be sent to thomas.d.bloxton@usace.army.mil.’
Conventional mail comments should be sént U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, P.O. Box 3755,
Seattle, Washington 98124-3755. Either.conventional mail or e-mail comments must include the permit
applicant’s name and reference number, as shown below, and the commenter’s name, address, and phone number.
All comments received will become part of the administrative record and are subject to public release under the
Freedom of Information Act including any personally identifiable information such as names, phone numbers, and
addresses. All comments whether conventional mail or e-mail must reach this office, no later than the expiration
date of this public notice to ensure consideration. Please include the following name and reference number:

Puyallup Tribe of Indians, NWS-2015-176

Encl: Figures (13 pages)
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