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APPENDIX J
Site Inspection Report

The purpose of this report is to provide a condensed
word picture of the on-site inspection of the former Fort
Columbia Military Reservation. The on-site inspection
occurred on 20 July 2003. The Site Inspection team (SI
team) had previously made an appointment with Park Ranger
Roberts for an accompanied inspection of the former
military site.

The site inspection began when the SI team met up with
Park Ranger Roberts at the old fort firehouse that has been
converted for a supply storage area and vehicle parking.
Using an all-terrain vehicle the SI team proceeded east
past the billeting area and then approximately a quarter of
mile north up a heavily forested steep trail to an
observation and command post area. This area provided a
commanding view of the cantonment and battery area of the
camp as well as a panoramic view of the Columbia River.
Command post and observation buildings were still standing.
This area did not have any record of ordnance presence.

The SI team continued up the trail to the highest
observation and communication post. This area had no
structures other than a concrete post with telephone line
connections. The area 1is approximately 500 feet above sea
level. The highest elevation in the park is approximately
750 feet above sea level. The SI team proceeded back down
the hill by another route that had no structures on it at
all. This route went along the eastern boundary of the
park and ended up back in the cantonment area. No ordnance
or CWM areas were noted on the way up the hill or on the
way back down the hill.

The SI continued through the billeting and cantonment
area not noting anything that had any relevance to ordnance
or explosive. Below the former commanding officers
gquarters is the mounded over battery structure, Battery
Ord. This portion of Battery Ord was filled in with dirt
shortly after construction because of continual water
seepage problems. The area is mounded over with earth and
nicely landscaped. A few yards to the west is the
surviving portion of Battery Ord that housed the two 8-inch
guns. The SI team wvisually checked the old battery. The
old shell, shot and powder rcoms were empty. It was
obvious to the SI Team that the concrete structure had not
been used as a battery since early WWI time period. No
evidence of ordnance presence was seen.
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The SI team then proceeded on to the remaining three
batteries. Battery 246, then Battery Crenshaw and finally
Battery Murphy were gone over in the same manner as Battery
Ord. Like Ord, these three batteries were thoroughly
checked and found to be free of any ordnance presence.

The mine casement buildings were next on the
inspection list. The old mine casement building located
just west of Battery Murphy was checked inside and out.

The SI team then progressed several hundred yards to the
west and went through the new mine casement building. This
building was alsoc found to be free of ordnance presence.
While at this location the SI team also viewed the backside
of the casement building where the mine mooring lines
exited the building into the river and the adjacent bay
where the docks had been for loading mines onto mine laying
watercraft. The weathered pilings from the dock were the
only remaining evidence of the former operations area.

The SI team then worked their way around a small point
along the river edge and viewed the shoreline of the former
Fort Columbia. No ordnance presence was found.

After an entire day of visually inspecting the grounds
and buildings of the former fort Columbia the conclusion
was reached that there was no ordnance presence on the
subject site.
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K-20. New mine casement building.
K-21. Interior mine casement building.
K-22. Interior mine casement building.

K-23. Rear of new mine casement building.

K-24. Shoreline of Columbia River below Battery Murphy.




K-2. Facing central cantonment area from west of
. Battery 246.




K-3. Command Post and Observation Post midway up
hillside.

K-4. Interior of Observation Post still guite well
. preserved




K-5. Communications and Observation Area near top of
hill overlooking Columbia River
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K-6. Former commanding officer's quarters. Photo
taken from 3rd gun station (buried) of Battery Ord.




K-7. Battery Ord buried gun station. Completely
filled in and landscaped.
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K-8. State park informational sign stating battery
was buried soon after construction.
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K-9. U.S. Highway 101 tunnels under Fort Columbia,
directly under Battery 246.
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K-10. 6-inch guns of Battery 246. Center mound is
buried shell/power rooms and fire control stations.




K-11. Shell room inside battery 246 1s being
restored.

K-12. Entrance to Battery 246. Battery was built to
be bomb proof and gas proof. Used as Civil Defense
. Shelter for state government officials in 1960's.




K-13. Battery Crenshaw's three mounting stations for
its 3-inch guns.

K-14. State park informational sign states guns were
shipped to France for use in WWI.




K-15.
mount guns.

K-16. Rear of

Columbia River.

WWI and WWITI.

Battery Murphy had two 6-inch disappearing

Structure is open and in good condition.

Battery Murphy overlooking the
Only operational battery during both




K-17. Battery Murphy had an excellent field of fire
over the Columbia River.

K-18. State park sign provides a history to park

. visitors.




K-20. The new mine casement building entrance on the right. This structure
. was supposed to be bomb proof and gas proof.




K-21. Interior floor of the new mine casement building. Deteriorated asphalt
tiles would require removal prior to park allowing visitors.

K-22. Deteriorating cable and walls within the new mine casement building.




K-23. Riverside view of new mine casement buildihg where the cabling used to
exit for securing the mines in the river.

K-24. River directly in front of Battery Murphy. Battery firing practice was
directed to towed targets down the center of the river.
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