Notes from presentation at the Port of Grays Harbor Commission meeting 

July 12, 2005

The Corps of Engineers’ Grays Harbor Navigation Operation & Maintenance Long Term Management Strategy team presented a study update to the Port of Grays Harbor Commissioners and the public to give an update of the team’s progress since February and to give an updated timeline of the projected milestone events.  The team also went over the final list of criteria for evaluating alternatives.  After their presentation the team had a question and answer forum with the Commissioners and the audience.

The PDT assured the audience that the sand placement overbuild resulting from the last Interim Action Project at Half Moon Bay would be resolved and that they are planning for removal of the excess sand placement to be completed by the end of July.  

The team informed the commission and the audience that the two model studies on Half Moon Bay are being evaluated through independent technical review, which is scheduled for completion at the end of August.  Biographies of the ITR team doing the review of the studies were handed out during the meeting.  A public meeting was tentatively set up for the beginning of September to discuss the results of the ITR.  

A date for the public workshop to discuss project alternatives was also tentatively set up for the end of September.  The PDT suggested that there be more interaction between the technical staff of the stakeholders and the Corps so as to have a better understanding of what studies are being completed in Grays Harbor and a more timely exchange of information.

The Corps announced at this meeting that they had received $20,000 to start a study of the Port of Grays Harbor’s request to deepen the navigation channel.  Coastal Communities of Southwest Washington offered to contribute $155,000 to the study if the Port of Grays Harbor entered into the Inter-local Agreement.

Question: and Answers


Q:  What is the status of the plans for the beach nourishment, or the interim action, project in Half Moon Bay during the duration of the LTMS?


A:  The Corps will continue to monitor the situation at the breach fill area on the west side of Half Moon Bay using annual surveys as they have been until the completion of the LTMS.


Q:  Has the annual survey for this year been completed?


A:  The aerial photography has been completed and the Corps should be receiving the results of the survey within the next couple of weeks.


Q:  Is there a connection between the Port of Grays Harbor’s Long Term Plan and the Corps’ LTMS Study?


A:  In the future these two distinct projects will be coordinated, because the LTMS Study must consider the nature and likelihood of future changes to the navigation channel and other facilities it seeks to protect.


Q:  What water depth is the dredge material being disposed at along South Beach and is this disposal being monitored to determine where the sand is drifting?


A:  The Corps is disposing the dredge material at a depth of 30 to 35 feet which is the shallowest water in that the loaded hopper dredges can safely operate.  The Corps does surveys before and after the deposition of dredged material in order to get an idea of the sand transport once it is deposited.  The results of these surveys are that the sand drifts offshore.


Q:  Does the Corps know where the sand disposed of in Half Moon Bay drifts to?


A:  The Corps does surveys before and after the deposition of dredged material in Half Moon Bay and has found that the sand drifts offshore.

