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DIVISION 10

McCHORD AIR FORCE BASE

EXTERIOR SIGN STANDARDS

Note:  the following exterior signage criteria is to be incorporated into Unified Facilities Guide Specification (UFGS) Section 10430 - 'Exterior Signage' and edited as appropriate for project

1.  General Base Policy and Enforcement:  The selected use, appearance, and quantity of exterior signage used throughout McChord AFB is governed by this established standard, including references associated with the following documents:

Unified Facilities Criteria (UFC) 3-120-01, Air Force Sign Standard (06 Feb 2003)

AMC  Exterior Sign Standard (08 Aug 2000)

These standards apply to all AMC installations including tenant organizations, commercial activities, and AAFES facilities (including minor deviations as stated herein).  These Standards establish the criteria to be used to ensure attractive, professional, and uniform signs are used systematically throughout McChord AFB.  The creation of  “McChord AFB Exterior Sign Standards” is to be referenced for supplemental criteria unique to McChord in conjunction with UFC 3-120-01 and the AMC Exterior Sign Standard.  UFC 3-120-01 is available on-line at http://www.hnd.usace.army.mil/techinfo/ and information regarding the AMC Exterior Sign Standard may be obtained by contacting the Base Architectural Section.

2.  Initial Sign Request and Execution:  The proposed installation of any exterior signage on McChord AFB (facility mounted or free-standing) must first be coordinated throughout 62d Civil Engineering Squadron by the use of an Air Force Form 332 – ‘Base Civil Engineer Work Request’.  This form is to be submitted to 62 CES/CEOCS (Customer Service) for review and coordination by the ‘Work Request Review Panel’ (WRRP) and the ‘Architectural Compatibility Review Board’ (ACRB).  Requests will be reviewed for compliance with the established standards, and recommendations made for becoming compliant.  Execution and installation of approved signage is typically accomplished by 62d Civil Engineering shops, in conjunction with an established sign fabrication contract.

3.  Exterior Sign Standards Criteria:  The following sign standards are to be used in conjunction with UFC 3-120-01 and AMC Exterior Sign Standard including referenced deviations and qualifiers as result of established sign criteria unique to McChord AFB.


3.1  Facility Identification Signage:  There are four (4) basic categories of sign standards for facility identification at McChord AFB.  They include the following:

Individual Cast Aluminum Letters – Facility Mounted

Aluminum Placard – Type ‘B4’ per UFC 3-120-01 – Facility Mounted

Free-Standing Monument-style – Type ‘C’ Centralized Facilities per UFC 3-120-01

Commercial / AAFES Facilties – Facility Mounted and Free-Standing Pedestal

Free-standing (post-mounted) signage is no longer being implemented at McChord for facility identification.  This type of sign is being utilized for street and traffic controls including directional notification.  The determination of which category of sign to be used will adhere to the following criteria with deviations allowed per the direction of the Wing Commander:



3.1.1  Individual Cast Aluminum Letters:  This type of facility identification is reserved for command level organizations (62 AW, 446 AW, WADS etc.), group/squadron headquarters (62d Medical Group), tenant group/squadron headquarters, major in-processing stops (e.g. Accounting and Finance Office, Base Housing Office, etc.), specific interest facilities typically visited by the general base populace or occasional off-base visitor (e.g. Officers’ Club, Golf Course Clubhouse,  Passenger Terminal etc.).  The letters are typically mounted high on a main entry wall surface, viewable by vehicle traffic.  



3.1.2   Type ‘B4’ Aluminum Placard:  This type of facility identification is reserved for smaller squadron components (e.g. flights and their components – 62 MXS AGE Flight, Red Sortie Generation Flight etc.); facilities which are not typically approached by the general base populace on a day-to-day basis (e.g. Hazardous Material Pharmacy, Chapel Annex, etc.).  This sign consists of an 18-inch x 18-inch placard typically mounted adjacent a main entry point into the facility.  For large multi-agency facilities (e.g. Hangars etc.) there may be more than one sign designating each different agency within the complex.  



3.1.3  Type ‘C’ Centralized Facilities Monument:  This vertical, monument-style facility identification is used where several community or recreational activities are located in a common area (e.g. Gymnasium, Consolidated Support Center B/851), and typically consisting of a shared parking lot.



3.1.4  Pedestal Style:  The use of pedestal style signage is reserved for the Main Base Entrance (Type ‘A’ per UFC 3-120-01) and other “high-visibility” locations requiring quick notification to passing motorists that are traveling to community-served facilities and commercial outlets (e.g. Clinic, AAFES, McChord AFB Clubs etc.).  These locations are typically served by the Base populace or the visiting public and are service oriented.



3.1.5  Commercial / AAFES Facilties:  McChord AFB deviates from UFC 3-120-01 in its treatment of commercial facility signage.  UFC 3-120-01 states that “These standards also apply to signs for commercial firms that operate on base.  Private signs which do not meet these standards are not permitted” (p. 95, para 4.25).  It is unrealistic to expect commercial facilities such as Burger King or Harborstone Credit Union to change their corporate logo to match Air Force standards and colors.  McChord AFB allows standard corporate commercial signage to be utilized at these sites, and maintains the right to approve or disapprove any sign or banner/poster these facilities display.  AAFES facilities are allowed to display the registered trademark AAFES logo as specified in the approved AAFES Graphics Standards Manual, incorporating the Air Force established “Beige and Brown” colors.  Nationally recognized food chain franchises operated by AAFES may utilize their individual registered trademark signage in general compliance with these standards.


3.2   Real Property Facility Number Sign:  Every facility on base shall be provided a Real Property Facility Number Sign.  These 8-inch x 16-inch aluminum placard signs are primarily used for facility identification by emergency personnel and are typically located at corners of the facility where viewable by passing traffic.  Larger facilities may have more than one sign.  


3.3  Electronic Messaging Signs:  McChord AFB will allow electronic messaging signs in accordance with AMC Exterior Sign Standard (para 7 – Motivation Signs) referencing the requirement for installation commander approval for multiple locations.  UFC 3-120-01 allows AF Services activities to “use signs appropriate to their function which provide an attractive, identifiable image or wording that is easily recognizable to potential users.  These signs should be tastefully done and compliment the architectural character of the installation.”  AMC Exterior Sign Standard further states that electronic messaging signs are to display fixed messages as opposed to scrolling to preclude visual distractions.


3.4  Directional Signs:  Directional signs notifying passing motorists where a distant facility is located are used extensively around the Base.  These signs identify facilities to visitors which are typically unfamiliar with the base, such as civilian contractors, tourists, and retirees (e.g. 62d Airlift Wing HQ, 62d Contracting Squadron, AF Museum, Commissary, Golf Course, Passenger Terminal etc.), in-processing stops (e.g. TMO, Base Housing Office), and facilities which require deliveries from off-base suppliers (e.g. Base Supply Warehouse).  This sign type is equal to Type ‘D2’ per UFC 3-120-01, and typically consists of a maximum of six destinations per McChord criteria.


3.5  Use of Air Force Symbol:  The recent creation of the new Air Force Symbol has become widely accepted throughout the Air Force.  Installations are adopting the new sign application and further achieving a consistent, professional "first impression" for all those who see this visually appealing graphic.  The use of the new Air Force Symbol is limited to primary and secondary base entry signs and water towers.  Guidance for the consistent use of the symbol is included in UFC 3-120-01.         


3.6  Regulatory Signs:



3.6.1  Reserved Parking Signs:  Due to limited funding and the expense of maintenance, the number of ‘Reserved Parking’ signs for all buildings will be limited.  The following personnel are authorized One (1) reserved parking spot to be funded with O&M dollars (excluding handicapped spots):

Group and Squadron Commanders

First Sergeants and Chief Master Sergeants

Units are still free to request additional signs by submitting an AF Form 332, with each request (as approved by 62 CES) being paid for with the requesting organizations funds through IMPAC card.  Existing signs outside of these limits are exempt unless they require replacement.  Organizations must use the Civil Engineer designated contractor.



3.6.2  Handicapped Parking Signs:  All facilities that provide vehicle parking for self-parking employees or visitors (or both), shall be provided with accessible parking spots in accordance with Federal Register (28 CFR, Part 36) which incorporates “Americans With Disabilities Act” (ADA-1990).  The number of accessible spots required is as follows:







Req’d Min. Number


Total Parking in Lot


of Accessible Spaces

1 to 25





One


26 to 50




Two


51 to 75




Three


76 to 100




Four


101 to 150




Five


151 to 200




Six


201 to 300




Seven


301 to 400




Eight


401 to 500




Nine


501 to 1000




2 percent of total


1001 and over




20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1000

Note:  One (1) in every eight accessible spaces, but not less than one, shall be served by an access aisle 96 inches wide minimum and shall be designated “Van Accessible”.

4.  Sign Design/Layout, Fabrication and Installation:


4.1  Facility Identification Signage:



4.1.1  Individual Facility-Mounted Letters:  The standard letter height used throughout the Base is 12-inch high cast aluminum ‘Dark Bronze’ anodized letters utilizing ‘Helvetica Medium’ font style (all capitals except for the small ‘d’ in 62d and ‘th’ in 446th when naming is fully spelled out and not abbreviated (e.g. 62d CIVIL ENGINEERING  vs 62 CES).  Variations in size (both larger and smaller) may be incorporated due to width restrictions of available mounting surface and scale of visibility (e.g. 62d AIRLIFT WING at B/100 utilizing 24-inch letters).  All letters are to be aligned along the bottom, including ‘d’ and ‘th’.  Letters shall be mounted into substrate by means of embedded mounting studs.  Spacers are not to be used to avoid development of extensive shadowing which makes the letters difficult to read.  



4.1.2  Aluminum Placard Type ‘B4’ (per UFC 3-120-01 page 88-89):  This sign consists of an 18-inch x 18-inch aluminum placard, one-inch in depth (angled edges forming a box) fabricated with brown reflective sheeting as background color and ‘White’ reflective text.  The brown reflective sheeting is equivalent to Federal Highway Administration PR color #5 – “Highway Brown” (which is typically called ‘Park Service Brown’ at McChord AFB).  There are three (3) text configurations allowed for this type of sign at McChord AFB.  One layout will provide for Three (3) lines of text (each 2-inches in height of upper and lowercase ‘Helvetica Medium’ (left-justified), under a 3-inch high facility number (left-justified).  The second layout provides for Four (4) lines of text (each 1-1/2-inches in height of upper and lowercase ‘Helvetica Medium’, under a 3-inch high facility number.  The third option provides for all of the above, except that an emblem or logo may substitute for the facility number.  The optional emblem is to be provided by the Using Agency and adhesively applied during sign fabrication by the CE Shops.  See Figure 12.9, UFC 3-120-01 (page 243) for fabrication detail.



4.1.3  Free-Standing Monument Type ‘C’ (Centralized Facilities  - Layout ‘B’ per UFC 3-120-01, Figure 4.36, page 101):  This sign consists of a 10-foot high x 4-foot wide x 6-inch thick obelisk wrapped in brown reflective sheeting and annotated with ‘White’ reflective text identifying the facility name in upper and lower case ‘Helvetica Medium’, 4-inch capital letter height, flush left.  Secondary information consists of upper and lower case ‘Helvetica Regular’, 4-inch capital letter height, flush left.  



4.1.4  Free-Standing Pedestal:  This sign consists of a concrete pedestal with a brick masonry panel inset allowing for an text identification “field” utilizing ‘Dark Bronze’ letters.  The color of brick masonry will match the adjacent facility and be lit with ground-mounted floodlights.  The overall height of the concrete/masonry base shall not exceed 4’-0” (including exposed foundation).  Supplemental acrylic signage for AAFES or NAF (Services) controlled food chain franchises may set atop the pedestal and be internally back-lit with fluorescent tubes.  The size of cast letters within the text “field” shall be no larger than 12-inches in height.  Smaller sizes are acceptable to meet scale requirements and upon further review by the Architectural Compatibility Review Board.


4.2  Real Property Facility Number Sign:  This sign consists of an 16-inch wide x 8-inch high aluminum placard mounted flush with the facility substrate.  Aluminum placard shall be covered in brown reflective sheeting (‘Park Service Brown’) with 4-inch high ‘White’ reflective numbers (Helvetica Medium) centered on placard indicating the facility number (e.g. 555).  See Figure 12.9, UFC 3-120-01 (page 243, sign type C-5) for sign mounting details.

4.3  Directional Signs Type ‘D2’ (per UFC 3-120-01):  The type of letter tile system used on directional signs is 4-inch (capital letter height), upper and lower case (Helvetica Medium).  Messages are placed flush left or flush right in relation to the arrow.  The standard ‘Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices’ (MUTCD) arrow is used to indicate direction.  A separate slat is used for each destination allowing messages to be changed without remaking the entire sign face.  Separate each destination with a white rule.  Graphics appear on one side only since the sign is placed in advance of an intersection and will be viewed by traffic moving in one direction only.  Maintain a clear height of 5’-0” to bottom of first slat, followed by 1’-0” intervals for subsequent slats (6’-0” total for six slats).  Width of sign panel is 6’-0”.  See Figure 5.9 (UFC 3-120-01 page 129) for sign layout and Figure 12.5 (UFC 3-120-01 page 239) for sign construction details.

4.4  Regulatory Signs:

4.4.1  Reserved Parking Signs:  Aluminum placard (5-inches high x 36-inches width) with ‘White’ reflective letters (2-inch high, centered, upper-case Helvetica Medium) on a brown (‘Park Service Brown’) reflective sheeting backing.  Placard is placed on concrete-formed wheel stop at front of parking stall.  See Figure 6.14 (UFC 3-120-01 page 149) for sign details.  

4.4.2  Handicapped Accessible Parking Signs:  Symbols or wording applied to asphalt pavement is not allowed.  Handicapped parking access aisles (for van accessible locations) will be striped in ‘White’ by use of diagonal striping.  For each accessible parking space, utilize post-mounted, aluminum placard sign centered in front of  parking stall (far side of sidewalk if present) equal to Type E3 as identified in UFC 3-120-01 (figure 6.11).  Sign consists of 1-1/2-inch (capital letter height) upper and lower case Helvetica Medium ‘White’ reflective letters on a brown (‘Park Service Brown’) background reading “Reserved Parking” on two lines (or “Van Accessible” as appropriate).  ADA Accessibility Symbol is placed above the text in reflective ‘White’.  Provide a clear distance of 5’-0” from grade to bottom of sign panel.  Sign panel dimensions are 1’-6” high x 1’-0” wide with 1-1/2-inch radius corners in accordance with Panel ‘J’ as identified in UFC 3-120-01 (figure 6.12) with added text below.  Post construction shall be equal to structural galvanized post (2-inch square) with baked enamel or factory-finished powder-coating equal to Fed Std 595(b), color #20062 (Dark Brown).  Plastic sleeves (PVC) are no longer allowed for post wrapping.  The sign back shall receive an application of non-reflective brown sheeting or painted to match the dark brown post color.  Post shall be set in concrete-encased galvanized sleeve (set in 8-inch circular concrete form) to allow for ease of replacement and mowing around post.
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