“Frequently Asked Questions” 
Port of Seattle’s 3rd Runway Permit Application 



Q: What changes are there in Port of Seattle’s proposal since the last public notice? 


A: There are some changes:  Revisions to the Stormwater Plan, Natural Resource Mitigation Plan, and the Wetland Functional Assessment; Slight changes to the temporary and permanent wetland impact figures; Changes in the Port’s mitigation plan to increase average buffer widths along Miller Creek, Des Moines Creek, and at the off-site mitigation area in Auburn; Over 15 additional acres of wetlands( have been delineated at the Auburn off-site mitigation area. 

Q: What is the Corps’ opinion about using Maury Island materials for this proposal? 


A: The Corps has received a permit application for a pier at the Maury Island site to offload material. The Washington State Department of Natural resources would also need to approve the site as a source of borrow material. The Department of Ecology is the agency with jurisdiction over the Water Quality Certification. They look at criteria for clean fill and determine whether material from sites such as Maury Island would meet those criteria. 

Q: What is the Corps’ involvement with the proposed material conveyor belt project. 


A: Wescot Company (Environmental Materials Transport L.L.C.) has submitted an application for a proposed conveyor belt project consisting of an offloading pier for fill material offshore of Des Moines marina and a 4.8 mile conveyor belt transport system to move material to the Port’s construction site. The Corps is now considering this application as a separate action. The Corps has assigned this project file number 2000-1-01481. 

Q: What about listings of threatened salmon species in the project area, is the Corps taking them into account? 


A: The Federal Aviation Administration is the lead federal agency coordinating review under the Endangered Species Act. They have received the Port’s Biological Assessment for Impacts to threatened and proposed threatened species. The FAA is coordinating with National Marine Fisheries Service and US Fish & Wildlife Service regarding listed and proposed species. The Services are preparing Biological Opinions on the Biological Assessment. The Corps will not make a decision without meeting ESA requirements. 

Q: If I already commented during the last public comment period, do I need to comment again? 


A: The comments submitted during the public notice periods and the public hearings in 1998 and 1999 are still a part of our record. We will give them full consideration. 

Q: Why is the Army involved in the 3rd Runway proposal? 


A: One of the Federal laws that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers implements is Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. This law requires that a federal permit be obtained from the Corps for discharging dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands. The Port of Seattle proposes to fill 18.37 acres of wetlands and to do substantial fill work in Miller Creek to construct their proposal. 

Q: What can the Corps do about the Port stockpiling material? 


A: The Corps’ jurisdiction is limited to work in waters and wetlands. In the past, the Corps identified land-clearing and slope failure violations in wetlands and ordered the Port to restore the sites. Our staff has monitored the recent stockpiling. During site surveys, our staff determined that stockpiling is not occurring in wetlands. The Port did perform some geotechnical drilling work in wetlands after the work was reviewed by our staff and authorized under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Q: Was the material clean that the Port used from the Hamm Creek restoration site? 


A: The material was 86,000 cubic yards of material dredged as part of the Hamm Creek ecological restoration project. The material was tested a number of times for both upland and open-water disposal pursuant to federal and state standards. The test results showed that the sediments missed being suitable for open-water disposal. However, the State of Washington determined the material met standards for unconfined upland disposal under the Model Toxics Control Act. Unconfined upland disposal could include fill for construction. 

Q: When will the Corps stop taking public comments? 


A: For this proposal, we began the comment period Dec. 27, 2000. Following the public hearing, the Corps accepted additional public comments through Feb. 16, 2001. 

Q: How does the recent Supreme Court ruling regarding isolated wetlands impact this permit application? 


A: It does not impact this permit application. All tributaries to waters of the U.S. (such as interstate waters, tidal waters, etc.) as well as wetlands contiguous to and adjacent to those tributaries are still regulated by the Corps. 

Q: Did the Corps complete an EIS for this proposal? 


A: In 1996, the Port of Seattle, together with the Federal Aviation Administration, completed an Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed expansion at Sea-Tac airport, according to the procedures of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). In 1997, based on new air travel demand forecasts, the FAA completed a supplemental EIS. The Corps of Engineers was a cooperating agency in the EIS to ensure that the methods used in the analysis of information were consistent with our regulations.

Q: Will the Corps require an additional supplemental EIS for this proposal? 


A: The Corps has not yet determined if an additional supplemental EIS will be needed in order for us to reach a permit decision. FAA is the lead federal agency on this project. They could also determine that a supplemental EIS is required. 

Q: What happens after the hearing? 


A: Following the close of the comment period, we will evaluate the impacts of the proposed project, taking into consideration the comments received. We will then prepare to make our permit decision. 

Q: How long will that process take—when will the Corps make a decision? 


A: The timeline depends on the comments we receive. If we receive many new and substantive comments, it can take a long time to get through them all and ensure they are all addressed prior to a decision. We can’t speculate on when a permit decision might be possible. 

Q: When was the original application submitted? 


A: The Corps received the first complete application from the Port in 1997. The Corps sent out the first public notice in December 1998. A revised public notice, after additional wetlands were included in the proposal, went out in September 1999. The Corps received the most recent application in late October 2000. The Corps sent out the second revised notice Dec. 27, 2000. 

Q: Why was the permit application resubmitted to the Corps? 


A: When the Port applied to the Corps for a permit in 1999 to fill wetlands and waters (as required under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act), the Corps’ public notice started the Washington State Department of Ecology Water Quality Certification process. The state has one year in which it must reach a decision on a certification or waive its authority. The state did not have adequate information at the end of the one-year period on which to base a certification decision. The Port chose to withdraw their permit application and reapply. This action gave the Department of Ecology another year in which to reach a certification decision. 

Q: Does the Corps have to start its review from the beginning with the resubmission? 


A: The Corps retains all documentation, materials and comments from the previous applications and public reviews. The process will continue and will incorporate new information from additional documents and comments. 

Q: What does the Corps do with all the comments? 


A: We read every comment and will consider all comments received. Comments will also be provided to the Department of Ecology. District Engineer Col. Ralph Graves will ultimately be responsible for determining whether or not this project is in the overall public interest and if a permit is warranted. A very important factor in this determination will be our evaluation of the comments and opinions in response to the public notice and comments presented at the hearing. 

Q: Where can I find documents related to this proposal, such as the storm water plan? 


A: Documents related to the applicant’s proposal are available for review at: 

US Army Corps of Engineers 



Des Moines Public Library 
Seattle District Law Library 



21620 11th South
4735 E. Marginal Way S. 



Des Moines, WA 98198
Seattle, WA 98134 

Port of Seattle 





Burien Public Library 
Neighborhood Field Office, Building E  

14700 6th Ave. SW
19639 28th South, Room SC4-1011A 

Burien, WA 98166 
SeaTac, WA 98188 
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