Section 1.  Introduction

Since its beginning in 1942, Mountain Home Air Force Base has evolved to its present size of approximately 23.6 square kilometers (5,825 acres) with approximately 194115 square meters (2,089,433 square feet) of structures.  During the first four decades various types of architectural styles, materials of construction and types of equipment were used in the development of the Base.  

By the 1980s, Major Command Headquarters began to provide guidelines that standardized these various design elements and promoted consistency and harmony among the Air Force Bases' structures and environment.  The Command's primary goal was to eliminate the "cluttered and disjointed" appearance of many bases and to establish a harmonious environment much like a college campus or a corporate office park.

The purpose of this manual is to expand upon these general guidelines and to establish standards, which address design issues that are unique to  Mountain Home Air Force Base.

The manual encompasses both the architectural and engineering aspects of the Base.  The manual's main architectural goal is to provide a basis for architectural continuity by establishing an architectural style or theme, which will be used to blend together existing and/or new buildings and structures.  This style will be based upon the rugged, utilitarian theme of the West coupled with the use of modern methods and materials of construction.  The manual's main engineering goal is to standardize and modernize base systems as they are installed new, renovated or replaced.

Scope of Manual Includes:

Regional Description & CADD Standards

Describes geographic location and characteristics, climate and infrastructure of Mountain Home Air Force Base; and delineates standards for computer-aided drafting and design.

Landscape and Site Development Standards

Standards for landscaping and landscape furniture throughout the base.

Architectural Standards

Standards for architectural style, materials and design approach for the different building zones and interior uses on base.

Civil Engineering Standards

Standards for base infrastructure (roads, parking, water, sanitary and storm drainage).

Mechanical Standards

Standards for mechanical systems, products, and type of controls

Structural Engineering Standards

Standards for seismic design, wind loads, and snow loads; also foundation design criteria, and soil bearing capacity

Electrical Standards

Standards for electrical systems and products.

Security Systems Standards


Standards for all security systems on Base.

Telecommunication Standards

Describes telephone, pre-wiring, computer support, and other communication requirements that must be addressed in the project design.

Environmental Standards

Standards for managing environmentally sensitive materials, products or systems.

Fire Safety Standards

Describes the fire protection conditions and requirements that help the designer select appropriate fire protection equipment for the project.

These guidelines were developed from interviews and data that were obtained from Air Combat Command and Base personnel.  From this information, both new standards and relevant previous standards are merged together to form this design resource.

As technology, base priorities or personnel change in the future, these standards must also change.  To remain a viable design resource, the manual will be reviewed and updated annually.

The intent of this manual is to be a dynamic adaptable document which clearly conveys the Base's design philosophy and which allows for creativity and design expression within a general framework.
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