Interim Procedures for use by Portland District (NWP) Regulatory Branch Dredged Material Evaluation Framework (DMEF)Note: These procedures will be superceded by the Sept 2004 draft Sediment Evaluation Framework (SEF) (DMEF revision) & considered by the Regional Sediment Evaluation Team (RSET) on a recurring basis, and modified as necessary 

1. NWP Regulatory Branch is notified of dredging proposal:
a. NWP Regulatory Branch determines appropriate type of permit review, adequacy of sediment information and overall completeness, ESA consultation needs, etc.;

b. Permit evaluation process/timeline begins after receipt of complete application per 33 CFR Part 325 with goal of decision within 60-120 days.

2. NWP Regulatory Branch applies Tier 1 DMEF procedures:
c. 
d. 
a. Is there adequate sediment information to determine the project is excluded from further testing? (see Chapter 5.3.3),

b. If yes, Regulatory documents decision, provides copies to Local Management Group/DMMT (with copy to applicant) and proceeds with permit decision process (go to step 4 below). 

c. If no, Regulatory requests applicant prepare a draft sediment analysis plan (SAP) and submit within 30 days (see Chapter 6 and Appendices 6-A and 6-B).

3. NWP Regulatory Branch initiates process for suitability determination: 

4. Provides draft SAP to the 
a. Local Management Group (LMG)/DMMT for suitability determination coordination;
d. 
e. 
f. 
5. 
a. 
b. 
i. 
c. LMG/DMMT coordinates approval of the SAP (Note: the LMG/DMMT will generally coordinate with RSET at each step in the process);

d. Permit applicant samples consistent with the approved SAP and submits sampling results to Regulatory Branch;

e. NWP Regulatory Branch provides sampling results to the LMG/DMMT for suitability determination;

f. NWP Regulatory Branch will raise to RSET cases of reviews beyond 30 days for resolution.

g. NWP Regulatory Branch will send applicant approval letter. 

4.  NWP Regulatory Branch completes permit evaluation pursuant to 33 CFR Part 325 and Figure 4-1 in the DMEF.

Notes:

1. These procedures apply to all dredging proposals in Oregon.

2. These procedures will be superceded by the Sept 2004 draft Sediment Evaluation Framework (SEF) (DMEF revision).

3. These procedures will be monitored by the Regional Sediment Evaluation Team (RSET) through recurring reports to RSET on NWP Regulatory permit actions’ adherence to this process, and clarified as necessary .

4.  The results of application of these procedures during the 5 month pilot effort prior to the Sept 2004 draft SEF will be considered in the revisions to Chapter 4 of the existing DMEF.

5. These procedures are applicable to all permit actions, not just those necessitating a Public Notice.

6. NWP Regulatory Branch is responsible for, and held accountable for, timely management of all projects necessitating Department of the Army permits.


7. NWD will provide monthly reports to RSET on projects moving through this process. 

8. 
9. 
