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60T Conaress, | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DOCUMENT
1st Session. No. 69.

BLAINE HARBOR, WASHINGTON.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

TRANSMITTING,

WITH A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, REPORT OF
EXAMINATION OF BLAINE HARBOR, WASHINGTON.

DrceMBER 5, 1907.—Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and
ordered to be printed.

War DePARTMENT,

Washington, December 4, 1907.
Sir: T have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Chief
of Engineers, U. S. Army, dated June 8, 1907, together with copy
of a report from Maj. H. M. Chittenden, Corps of Engineers, dated
April 11, 1907, of a preliminary examination of Blaine Harbor,
Washington, made by him in compliance with the provisions of the

river and harbor act of March 2, 1907,
Very respectfully,
RoeerT Smaw OLIVER,
Acting Secretary of War.

The Speaxer oF THE HoUusE oF REPRESENTATIVES.

War DeparTMENT,
Orrice or THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,
Washington, June 8, 1907.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith report of April 11, 1907,
by Maj. H. M. Chittenden, Corps of Engineers, on preliminary
examination of Blaine Harbor, Washington, ordered by the river and
harbor act approved March 2, 1907,

Blaine Harbor has a deep and commodious entrance, admirably
protected from prevailing winds; but access to the harbor front is
cut off by tide flats, making it necessary to build long wharves. The
improvement desired is the dredging of a channel through these tide
flats, so that vessels can approach nearer the town.
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4 BLAINE HARBOR, WASHINGTON.

inadequate and temporary one afforded by our wharf. (We do not consider
the private wharves owned by local manufacturing plants, as these are reserved
for their own use.) * * * )

Nearly all the traffic here is done on vessels of less than 100 tons, and while
our harbor is landlocked, yet these smaller vessels require a better shelter than
even our snug little harbor affords. A waterway would give us this necessary
shelter.

The above describes very clearly the conditions now existing at
Blaine Harbor. The improvement desired does not pertain to the har-
bor proper, but contemplates the dredging of an artificial waterway
across tide flats bare at low water, and situated wholly within the
limits of the city of Blaine, for the purpose of affording additional
water front where facilities for loading and unloading vessels can be
provided and maintained at minimum cost. It is stated that the
accessible deep-water frontage, consisting of 2,000 feet, is all taken
up by industries, which would seem to indicate that existing wharf
sites are suitable in character, though insuflicient in extent.

The principal difficulty at this harbor appears to arise from the
fact that the city has not retained for public uses a sufficient area of
the water front to accommodate wharves for its general shipping.
Additional water front and additional docks are needed, and the pro-
posed artificial waterway would afford these. Its construction, how-
ever, would appear to be equivalent to furnishing an immense slip or
dock, which is a work properly developing upon the interests directly
concerned, the facilities being those pertaining to the loading and
unloading of vessels and not to the necessities of navigation. The
Board does not believe that Congress contemplates entering upon the
construction of a purely artificial slip or basin for the purposes
defined in this instance, and in its opinion such work is not a proper
object for the expenditure of public funds, though it recognizes that
the improvement proposed would be valuable to local interests and
might advantageously be executed by them.

The question of providing additional mooring facilities and shelter
for small boats where nature has done so much does not appear to be
of sufficient importance to warrant consideration as reasons for under-
taking an improvement of the character now proposed.

For these reasons the Board is of the opinion that it is not advisable
for the United States to undertake the work proposed at Blaine Har-
bor, and it is unable to concur with the district officer in his recom-
mendation that a survey of the locality be authorized.

For the Board:
D. W. Lockwoon,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers,
Senior Member of the Board.
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