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1st Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U. 8. No. 70

BELLINGHAM HARBOR, WASH.

LETTER

FROM

THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES ARMY

TRANSMITTING

REPORT OF-THE BOARD OF ENGINEERS FOR RIVERS AND HAR-
BORS ON REVIEW OF REPORTS HERETOFORE SUBMITTED ON
BELLINGHAM HARBOR, WASH., WITH ILLUSTRATION

War DEPARTMENT,
Orrice or THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,
SR KR Washington, July 26, 1935,
Hon. J. J. MaANsFIELD, L R : ;
. Chasrman Committee on Rivers and Harbors, ,
~ House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. - - :

"My Dzar  Mr. MAxsrienp: 1. The Committee on Rivers and
Harbors of the House of Representatives, by resolution adopted
January 29, 1934, requested the Board of Engineers for Rivers and
Harbors to review the reports on Bellingham Harbor, Wash., sub-
mitted in House Document No. 187, Seventieth Congress, first ses-
sion, with a view to' determining if the further improvement of the
Squalicum Creek waterway is advisable at the present time. I enclose
herewith the report of the Board in response thereto. oo

2. Bellingham Harbor is on the east side. of Bellingham Bay, 90
miles north of Seattle. The city water front available for terminal
developments is separated from deep water in the bay by tidal flats
approximately one-half mile wide. The improvement authorized by
Congress provides for two channels across these flats. One of these,
Whatcom Creek waterway, has been deepened by local interests to
35 feet. Squalicum Creek waterway, near the northern end of the
harbor, has an entrance channel 26 feet deep and 200 feet wide, with
a turning basin at its head. The United States completed the en-
trance channel in 1931, and local interests have provided the same
depth in the southerly half and westerly end of the inner basin. They
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