Department of the Army ‘ United States Environmental Protection Agency

~ Corps of Engineers, Northwestern Division | Region 10
P.O. Box 2870 , 1200 Sixth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97208-2870 . Seattle, Washington 98101

July 21, 2004

Dear Interested Party:

If you have an interest in sediment characterization, testing, and analysis, you may wish to join
~ our conference call on August 16, 2004, from 10:00 to 11:30 (PST), at (630) 281-1412,
Passcode: 4143 to discuss the Regional Sediment Evaluation Team project.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) have been revising the Dredged Material Evaluation Framework for the Lower Columbia
River Management Area. The new document, the Sediment Evaluation Framework for the
Pacific Northwest (SEF), will include a larger geographic area (Washington, Oregon, and parts
of Idaho), freshwater and well as saltwater, and address cleanup as well as dredge related issues.
As well as addressing the characterization and suitability determinations for sediments, this -
document will summarize the interrelationship among the federal government and tribes, within
federal agencies, and among state agencies as they evolve, adapt, and use the SEF.

The executive level steering committee overseeing this effort comprises the regional federal
executives from the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Agency Fisheries, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and
Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration. Tribes and state governments are
invited to participate with the steering committee. Under this supervision, the group developing
the draft Framework is the Regional Sediment Evaluation Team (RSET).

RSET will be hosting what is to be a regular biannual conference call. These conference calls

are expected to occur in the summer and winter, to complement the face-to-face meetings
occurring in the fall and spring. The first conference call is scheduled for August 16, 2004, from
10:00 to 11:30 (PST). The purpose of the conference calls is to facilitate involvement by

agencies and other interested parties who cannot send representatives to the face-to-face

meetings, but who wish to track the SEF revision process or provide input to the development of




the SEF over the next several years. As well, you are, of course, welcome to the fourth

_ face-to-face meeting, which will take place on September 23-24, 2004, in Portland, Oregon. At
that time, a draft version of the SEF will be presented and discussed. For more 1nformat10n on
the ongoing work, please see the attached summary of the process, or visit

Hli nws.usace.army.mil/PublicMenu/Menu.cfm?sitename=dmmod&pagename=RSET.
Alternately, you can go to hitp://www.nws.usace.army.mil/, click on “Dredge Material
Management” in the upper left corner, and then click on “Regional Sediment Evaluation Team”
on the left side. If you hiave questions, or would like to be on our distribution list, please contact
Stephanie Stirling, U.S. Army Corps of Engmeets Seattle District Biologist and Chair of the
RSET Policy Committee, at (206) 764 6945 or via email at
Stephianie.K.Stirling@NWS02.usace.army.mil.

An RSVP to Stephanie Stirling, for either the conference call or the September 2004 face-to-face
meeting, is greatly appreciated. ‘ .

Sincerely,

Jim Reese )
Navigation Coordinator
Corps of Engineers, Northwestern Division
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John Malek

Team Leader

Sediment Management Program.
US EPA Region 10




