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What is aWhat is a
Habitat Conservation Plan?Habitat Conservation Plan?

!! HCPsHCPs -- prepared under Section 10 ofprepared under Section 10 of
Endangered Species Act (ESA)Endangered Species Act (ESA)

!! Applicant negotiates conservation planApplicant negotiates conservation plan
with Secretaries of Interior & Commercewith Secretaries of Interior & Commerce

!! Mitigation for impacts of otherwiseMitigation for impacts of otherwise
lawful activities onlawful activities on
•• Threatened or endangered species, orThreatened or endangered species, or
•• Species that could be listed in futureSpecies that could be listed in future

!! Required for incidental “take” permitRequired for incidental “take” permit
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Why Did Seattle InitiateWhy Did Seattle Initiate
an HCP?an HCP?

!! City desired certainty under theCity desired certainty under the
ESA to continue its necessaryESA to continue its necessary
operations within the Cedar Riveroperations within the Cedar River
WatershedWatershed
•• 2/3’s of the water supply for 1.32/3’s of the water supply for 1.3

million peoplemillion people
•• Hydroelectric power generationHydroelectric power generation
•• Land and forest management inLand and forest management in

municipal watershedmunicipal watershed
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Why Did Seattle InitiateWhy Did Seattle Initiate
an HCP?an HCP? (continued)(continued)

NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION:NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION:
!! Environmental stewardship initiativesEnvironmental stewardship initiatives

•• WatershedWatershed
•• Instream flowsInstream flows
•• Fish blockage at Landsburg DiversionFish blockage at Landsburg Diversion

DamDam

!! Related issues: State, Tribe, CorpsRelated issues: State, Tribe, Corps
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Seattle’s HCP not TypicalSeattle’s HCP not Typical

Related issuesRelated issues
!! Fisheries coFisheries co--managers: Washingtonmanagers: Washington

State and Muckleshoot TribeState and Muckleshoot Tribe
•• Fish passage at Landsburg WaterFish passage at Landsburg Water

Diversion DamDiversion Dam
•• River flowsRiver flows

!! Army Corps of EngineersArmy Corps of Engineers
•• Operation of Ballard Locks, waterOperation of Ballard Locks, water

supply to Lake Washingtonsupply to Lake Washington
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Collaborative DevelopmentCollaborative Development

!! Five federal and state agencies,Five federal and state agencies,
Muckleshoot TribeMuckleshoot Tribe

!! Preliminary agreement with fivePreliminary agreement with five
agencies March 1997agencies March 1997
•• Still working with Muckleshoot TribeStill working with Muckleshoot Tribe

!! Outreach: over 100 meetings. . .Outreach: over 100 meetings. . .
!! Scoping May/June 1997Scoping May/June 1997

•• Identification of concerns, issues,Identification of concerns, issues,
alternativesalternatives

!! HCP Agreements & Incidental TakeHCP Agreements & Incidental Take
PermitsPermits -- April 2000April 2000
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Comprehensive Scope ofComprehensive Scope of
the HCPthe HCP

!! City decision to commit to noCity decision to commit to no
commercial timber harvest due tocommercial timber harvest due to
public review of Draft HCPpublic review of Draft HCP

!! Comprehensive, ecosystem basedComprehensive, ecosystem based
!! 83 species covered in plan83 species covered in plan
!! All anadromous fish in Cedar River andAll anadromous fish in Cedar River and

resident fish in watershedresident fish in watershed
!! Species dependent on oldSpecies dependent on old--growthgrowth

forests in Cascadesforests in Cascades
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Species of Concern: FishSpecies of Concern: Fish

!! Reservoir:Reservoir:
•• Bull trout (T*)Bull trout (T*)
•• Pygmy whitefishPygmy whitefish

!! Downstream:Downstream:
•• Steelhead troutSteelhead trout
•• Chinook salmon (T)Chinook salmon (T)
•• Coho salmonCoho salmon
•• Sockeye salmon (not eligible)Sockeye salmon (not eligible)

* T =threatened* T =threatened
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Species of Concern: WildlifeSpecies of Concern: Wildlife

!! Listed:Listed:
•• Spotted owl (T)Spotted owl (T)
•• Marbled murrelet (T)Marbled murrelet (T)
•• Bald eagle (T)Bald eagle (T)
•• + three others+ three others

!! Candidates & othersCandidates & others
•• Frogs and salamandersFrogs and salamanders
•• Birds and mammalsBirds and mammals
•• InvertebratesInvertebrates
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Scope of the HCPScope of the HCP

THREE COMPONENTS:THREE COMPONENTS:
!! Watershed managementWatershed management

((FORESTSFORESTS))
!! Mitigation for fish blockage (Mitigation for fish blockage (FISHFISH))
!! River flow regime (River flow regime (FLOWSFLOWS))
!! (All 3 above include monitoring and(All 3 above include monitoring and

research)research)

COST & TERM:COST & TERM:
!! $93 million in funding$93 million in funding
!! 5050--year termyear term
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Governing AgreementsGoverning Agreements

LANDSBURG
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For further information

Contact:
Linda De Boldt
(206) 684-5297
Seattle Public Utilities


