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Description: Ninety eight percent of the historical estuarine wetlands in Commencement Bay have been lost due to Port development and industrialization.  Estuarine habitat has been identified as one of the factors limiting salmonid production in the lower Puyallup Basin. Estuarine habitat provides for important juvenile salmon feeding and rearing functions.  

The objective of the project is to restore important inter tidal estuarine habitats in the lower portion of the Puyallup river.  The proposed work includes the setting back (away from the river) the Federal levee that runs near the bankline on the Puyallup River. The setback levee would maintain existing flood protection within the federal project.  However, by moving it back, the bankline could be re-contoured to allow for creation of a fringing marsh adjacent to the river allowing feeding and rearing habitat for juvenile salmonids. This project could restore about seven acres of emergent estuarine marsh and will have immediate and long-term benefits for salmon.      

Status: The Preliminary Restoration Plan for the project was recently completed and the Sponsor has read and approved it. We are currently awaiting the second letter of intent from the sponsor in order to request from division approval to move into the feasibility phase.  

Sponsor: Puyallup Tribe of Indians

Authority:  Section 1135, Continuing Authorities Program

