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APPENDIX N

RESPIRATORY PROTECTION 

1.  PURPOSE.  This appendix prescribes requirements and policies for controlling occupational diseases caused by breathing air contaminated with harmful exposures to airborne contaminants such as fumes, dusts, mists, gases, aerosols, vapors.  

2.  APPLICABILITY.  Respiratory protection program requirements will apply to all Corps of Engineers employees regardless of how often they wear respirators during the course of a year.

3.  REFERENCES.


a.  29 CFR Part 1910.134, Respiratory Protection.


b.  AR 11-34, The Army Respiratory Protection Program.


c. EM 385-1-1, USACE Safety and Health Requirements Manual.


d.  ER 385-1-92, Respiratory Protection.

4.  RESPONSIBILITIES.


a.  Safety and Occupational Health Office.



(1)  Provide latest OSHA, DA, and CE guidance to all supervisors of employees in the respiratory protection program.  



(2)  Provide technical assistance as needed for the implementation of all program requirements.



(3)  Assure adequate monitoring of air in areas with potential airborne exposures periodically and when processes or materials change.



(4)  Provide educational materials and sources for training.



(5)  Evaluate program effectiveness periodically.


b.  Supervisor.



(1)  Assess his work area to determine if there are potential respirable hazards, have exposures evaluated, and establish control methods for each hazard.  



(2)  Request through chain of command engineering controls for respirable hazards.



(3)  When engineering controls and administrative controls are not feasible, select and provide the respiratory protection for each specific exposure.



(4)  Provide training and medical evaluation for each employee who will be required to wear a respirator.  



(5)  Enforce the correct wearing of the selected respirator.



(6)  Inspect respiratory protective equipment routinely used at least quarterly. 



(7)  Note on tag the date of inspection for respirators used for emergency use only.  Expedite replacement/repair of equipment failing inspection.



(8)  Maintain written records at work site indicating:




(a)  Air monitoring data used to assess respiratory hazards and the selected respirator for each exposure;




(b)  Names of authorized users for each respirator;




(c)  Dates of respirator wearer/authorized user medical exams, fit testing, and training;




(d)  Inspection and maintenance reports;




(e)  Annual medical certification that employee is capable of wearing specific respirator under specific work conditions; and




(f)  Annual training certificates indicating that class covered description of respirators, intended use, protection factors, limitations, proper wearing, adjustment, fit-testing, cleaning, storage, inspection and maintenance. 



(9)  Request assistance as necessary from District Safety and Occupational Health Office.



(10)  Report problems they are unable to solve through chain of command.


c.  Employees.



(1)  Clean, inspect, maintain, store, and wear respirator in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and site specific training.



(2)  Review with supervisor at least annually any problems or suggestions to minimize respirable hazards and document on signed copy of up-dated position hazard analysis.



(3)  Report any malfunction of engineering controls or his respirator to his supervisor immediately.
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