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Description: A large portion of Puyallup River has been cutoff from historic flood plains due to construction of levees directly adjacent to the river. These levees have artificially restricted channel widths and the dynamic natural channel-forming processes.  This has limited channel-migration activities, side-channel formation, and the creation of variable habitat types that are critical for sustaining viable salmonid populations.

The proposed alternative for this project would remove or alter an existing levee on the Puyallup River (left bank near RM22) and construct a 5100-foot long setback levee exposing approximately 51 acres of floodplain to natural channel migration.  The project would allow the occurrence of natural riverine processes and result in the creation of off-channel and side-channel habitat for ESA listed independent populations of Chinook salmon and bull trout as well as other salmon species and wildlife.  The project would also provide a greater degree of flood damage reduction and protection to critical facilities.

Status: The Preliminary Restoration Plan for the project was recently completed and the Sponsor has read and approved it. We are currently awaiting the second letter of intent from the sponsor in order to request from Division approval to move into the feasibility phase.  

Sponsor: Pierce County

Authority:  Section 206, Continuing Authorities Program

