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APPENDIX P

HAZARD COMMUNICATION

1.  PURPOSE.  This appendix sets forth the procedures to ensure that the hazards of all chemicals used the District are evaluated and that information concerning those hazards is provided to affected employees so they may protect themselves from those hazards.  This appendix does not apply to hazardous, toxic, and radiological waste mitigation.

2.  APPLICABILITY.  This applies to all Seattle District employees that use or handle hazardous materials.

3.  REFERENCES.

a.  29 CFR 1910.1200, Hazard Communication.


b.  EM 385-1-1, Corps of Engineers Safety and Health Requirements Manual.


c.  29 CFR 1960, Basic Program Elements for Federal Employee OSH Programs and Related Matters.

4.  RESPONSIBILITIES.


a.  Safety and Occupational Health Office (SOHO).



(1)  Coordinate with the Chief, Contracting Division or the warehouseman to ensure that all purchases require suppliers to furnish a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS).



(2)  Coordinate with the Chief, Logistics Management Office will ensure that MSDSs are forwarded to the user with delivery of the materials.



(3)  Maintain a complete copy of Hazardous Material Inventory for the District.



(4)  Provide necessary training aids/materials.



(5)  Coordinate Hazard Communication training with affected offices.



(6)  Periodically check compliance on the labeling of hazardous materials.



(7)  Periodically check compliance of the availability of Material Safety Data Sheets.



(8)  Provide a sample hazard communication program on the District Intranet.


b.  Supervisors.



(1)  Ensure that material safety data sheets (MSDS) are requested for all local purchase of hazardous materials.



(2)  Ensure that employees have been provided hazard communication training before work assignments.



(3)  Maintain a current Hazardous Material Inventory and an MSDS for each item on the inventory.



(4)  Provide a current copy of each Hazardous Material Inventory to the Safety and Occupational Health Office (SOHO).



(5)  Designate a Hazard Communication (HCC) coordinator to oversee the local program.



(6)  Ensure that all secondary containers extending past one shift will be labeled with either an extra copy of the original manufacturer's label, DD Form 2522, or something comparable.



(7)  Review incoming MSDSs for new products or changes to existing MSDSs and relay the information to all effected employees.


c.  Project Safety Officer or Hazard Communication Coordinator (HCC).



(1)  Implement the Hazard Communication program locally.



(2)  Review the project labeling system periodically and update as required.



(3)  Ensure that Hazard Communication training is provided to all new employees before initial work assignments and anytime a new chemical is introduced into the workplace.



(4)  Review each MSDS for accuracy and completeness and will consult with the SOHO if additional research or information is needed.  The MSDS Pocket Dictionary (available from SOHO) can be used as a guide to reviewing MSDSs.



(5)  Maintain a Hazardous Material Inventory of all hazardous materials and update the inventory as necessary


d.  Employees.



(1)  Attend Hazard Communication training prior to using hazardous materials and whenever a new hazardous material is introduced to the workplace.



(2)  Inform supervisor of new hazardous materials in the workplace.



(3)  Wear appropriate personal protective clothing and equipment.
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