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Seattle District



informal ESA Consultation

For Impacts to Aquatic and Terrestrial Listed Species and 

Designated / Proposed Critical Habitat from 

[project title]

** This form is for projects that have insignificant or discountable impacts on listed species. It contains all the information required for a biological evaluation, but in abbreviated form and with minimal instructions on how to fill it out. For more detailed instructions, a format for development of a biological assessment or biological evaluation can be found on the Seattle District Corps website (www.nws.usace.army.mil – click on regulatory and then on endangered species, BA Template).  You may also contact the Corps at 206-764-3495 for further information.    

1.
Proposed Activity:  
2.
Drawings - See attached Drawings.

3.
Date:



Corps Ref No.:

4.
Applicant:
 

Address: 


City: 

State:

Zip:


5.
Agent:


Address:


City: 

State:

Zip:


6.
Project Name: 

7.
Location(s) of Activity:
Section:

Township:

Range:


Latitude:

Longitude:


Waterbody:

County:


8.
Description of Work: 

Describe the proposed project. 

9.  Construction Techniques:

Describe methods and timing of construction to be employed in building the project and any associated features.  Identify actions that could affect listed / proposed species or designated / proposed critical habitat and describe in sufficient detail to allow an assessment of potential impacts.  Consider actions such as vegetation removal, temporary or permanent elevations in noise level, channel modifications, hydrological or hydraulic alterations, access roads, power lines etc.  Also discuss construction techniques associated with any interdependent or interrelated projects.  

Address the following:

A.  Construction sequencing and timing of each stage (duration and dates):

B.  Site preparation:

C.  Equipment to be used:

D.  Construction materials to be used:

E.  Work corridor:

F.  Staging areas and equipment wash outs:

G.  Stockpiling areas:

H.  Running of equipment during construction:

I.   Soil stabilization needs / techniques:

J.  Clean-up and re-vegetation:

K.  Storm water controls / management:

L.  Source location of any fill used:

M.  Location of any spoil disposal:

10.  Action Area
Please describe the action area.  The action area means all areas to be affected directly (e.g., earth moving, vegetation removal, construction noise, placement of fill, release of environmental contaminants) and indirectly by the proposed action.  Indirect effects are those that are caused by the proposed action and are later in time, but still are reasonably certain to occur. (for example: action area for a new pier could be considered at least one mile.  This includes the project area, area where construction and the noise of construction will be heard (direct effects), and the area where increased boating activity is expected to occur (an indirect effect).

11.
Species Information: 
Identify each listed or proposed species, including terrestrial species, as well as designated or proposed critical habitat in the action area.  To determine what listed or proposed species may occur in the action area, contact NOAA Fisheries at the address listed below and obtain a county list of federally listed/ designated and proposed species and critical habitat from the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service at:  http://westernwashington.fws.gov/se/SE_List/endangered_Species.asp
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)


Habitat Conservation Branch


510 Desmond Dr., SE # 103

Lacey, WA  98503


(360) 753-9530


 http://www.nwr.noaa.gov

12.  Existing Environmental Conditions: 
Provide color photographs of local area, shoreline conditions and proposed project site.

Describe existing environmental conditions for the following:


A.  Shoreline riparian vegetation and habitat features


B.  Aquatic substrate and vegetation


C.  Surrounding land/water uses

D.  Level of development


E.  Water quality

F.  Distance to nearest bald eagle nest and wintering features (perch trees; roost trees; and 
 important foraging areas such as waterfowl concentration areas and salmon spawning areas).

G.  Distance to nearest marbled murrelet nesting and foraging areas.
H. Distance to nearest bull trout spawning / foraging / overwintering areas.  Is the project in or adjacent to bull trout migratory waters?

I. Is the project located within designated / proposed bull trout critical habitat? If so, please address the proposed projects’ potential direct and indirect effect to primary constituent elements (please see the USFWS proposed rule – Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 122/ Friday, June 25, 2004; Page 35776).
J. Is the project located within designated / proposed Pacific salmon critical habitat?  If so, please address the proposed projects’ potential direct and indirect effect to primary constituent elements (please see the NOAA-Fisheries proposed rule – Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 239/ Tuesday, December 14, 2004; Page 74581).


K.
Presence of forage fish (marine areas only).

13. Effects Analysis: 

Describe the direct and indirect effects of the action on the proposed and listed species as well as designated and proposed critical habitat within the action area.  Consider the impact to both individuals and the population.  Discuss the short-term, construction-related, impacts as well as the long-term and permanent effects. 

14.
Conservation measures:
Conservation measures are measures that would reduce or eliminate adverse impacts of the proposed activity (examples:  work done during the recommended work window [to avoid times when species are most likely to be in the area], silt curtain, erosion control best management practices, percent grating on a pier to reduce shading impacts).

15.  Determination of Effect: 

Provide a summary of impacts concluding with statement(s) of effect, by species.  Even projects that are intended to benefit the species might have short-term adverse impacts and those must be addressed.  For this template, only the following determinations are valid for listed species or designated critical habitat:  

· No Effect (NE) – meaning literally no effect whatsoever to the listed species or designated critical habitat.

· May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) – effects to the listed species or designated critical habitat are insignificant and/or discountable.  A determination of “NLAA” may also be made for those activities that have only a beneficial effect with no short- or long-term adverse impacts.

    16.  EFH Analysis

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) is broadly defined by the Act (now called the Magnuson-Stevens Act or the Sustainable Fisheries Act) to include “those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity”. This language is interpreted or described in the 1997 Interim Final Rule [62 Fed. Reg. 66551, Section 600.10 Definitions] -- Waters include aquatic areas and their associated physical, chemical, and biological properties that are used by fish and may include historic areas if appropriate; substrate includes sediment, hard bottom, structures underlying the waters, and associated biological communities; necessary means the habitat required to support a sustainable fishery and the managed species’ contribution to a healthy ecosystem; and “spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity” covers a species’ full life cycle. 

Additional guidance for EFH analyses can be found at the NOAA Fisheries web site under the Sustainable Fisheries Division.

A. Effects of the Proposed Action

i. Effects on EFH (groundfish, coastal pelagic, and salmon EFH should be discussed separately)

ii. Effects on Managed Species (unless effects to an individual species are unique, it is not necessary to discuss adverse effects on a species-by species basis)

iii. Effects on Associated Species, Including Prey Species

iv. Cumulative Effects

B. Proposed Conservation Measures

C. Conclusions by EFH (taking into account proposed conservation measures)

17.  References:

Include any studies or papers that support statements made in this form (example:  reference the source for the listed species that are covered).

18.  Appendices:

As needed include mitigation, revegetation plans, monitoring plans, results of studies, water quality information, etc.



____________________

Corps Project Manager

Date



____________________

Corps Environmental Analyst/ESA Coordinator

Date

DRAFT

7 June 2005

[image: image2.png]


