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Section 1135 Fact Sheet
1.
Project:  Wynoochee Dam Section 1135 Anadromous Fish Restoration


CWIS Number - 96042


Wynoochee Lake project, construction completed 1972.


Authorized purpose: Water supply/flood control/hydropower


Washington, Congressional District No. 6.

2.
Location:  - Washington, Grays Harbor County, Wynoochee River

3.
Description of Proposed Modification:  The proposed anadromous fish restoration includes structural modifications of the existing project, increased stream flows from project releases, construction of two short term rearing and release ponds and modification of the project spring refill rule curve.  Structural modifications include new fish bypass facilities and the addition of an Eicher Screen which would be installed in the penstock to improve fish passage success.  The two short term rearing and release ponds will be located downstream of the dam are also included in the proposed project.  These proposed modifications would require an amendment to the existing license issued to the Cities of Aberdeen and Tacoma by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) that authorized the construction of the hydroelectric power facilities.  The modifications will also require the proposed transfer of dam ownership from the City of Aberdeen to the city of Tacoma, occur prior to the Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) is signed.  This transfer will be facilitated through the execution of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the cities.

4.
Consistency Statement:  The proposed modification is consistent with the authorized project purposes, including the purpose of fisheries enhancement. 

5. 
Views of Sponsor:  The City of Tacoma has written a letter dated November 27, 2001 agreeing to sponsor the project and will provide 25% of the funding needs. Statement of financial capability dated January 9, 1998 explains how the City of Tacoma will fund their non Federal cost share.  They continue to support the project and are eager to move forward with detailed design.  The City of Tacoma and the Corps are currently involved in negotiations regarding the MOA and the PCA.  As the design progresses and more detailed costs are known, the Corps will obtain a new letter of support detailing any revised costs. 

6.
Views of Federal, State, and Regional Agencies: The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Marine Fisheries and the City of Tacoma all are actively supporting the proposed project modification.   The proposed restoration also fits into the existing plans of the USFWS and the WDFW to restore the total anadromous fishery in the Chehalis River basin of which the Wynoochee River is a tributary. 

7.
Status of Environmental Compliance:  An Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact dated 22 January 1997 were submitted along with the Project Modification Report (PMR) in May 1998.  The PMR and EA were approved on 30 July 1998. 

8.
Costs and Benefits:  The total estimated implementation cost of the proposed project modification is $5,170,000 ($3,877,000 federal, $1,293,000 local).


During the spring, naturally produced smolts currently experience mortality issues as they pass through the Wynoochee Dam using existing bypass facilities.  By improving the fish passage facilities, more natural stock will survive in the Wynoochee River to spawn and provide ecological values through natural food chain relationships.  The proposed project modification should also be a prototype for similar fish bypass facilities and innovative environmental solutions to problems at other projects in the region.  The combination of the Eicher screen, the increased spring/summer flows and the short term rearing and release ponds would help begin an overall increase in returning adults to the Wynoochee River that have historically seen a decrease.  


The WDFW has agreed to pay for the OMRR&R costs of the short term rearing and release ponds and increased hatchery usage.  The City of Tacoma will pay for the maintenance of the Eicher Screen facility and water supply for the ponds.  OMRR&R costs are currently estimated a $68,000 per year.

9.
Schedule: 


Initiate Plans and Specifications

December 2001


Complete 10% Design



February 2003


Complete 35% Design



May 2003


Sign PCA




March 2004


Contract Award



September 2004


Complete Construction


September 2005

10.
Supplemental Information:  Studies by WDFW and the Corps in the 1980's have shown the runs of anadromous fish have declined since the construction of Wynoochee Dam.  The reasons for the decline are due, in large part, to habitat degradation and modification and mortality of downstream migrants passing the project.


Mitigation for the original construction of Wynoochee Dam was limited to the fisheries habitat that was inundated by the project pool but did not include possible losses associated with fish passing through the downstream outlet works.  Downstream fish passage facilities are included in Wynoochee Dam; however significant losses as a result of passage through the dam.  Additional compensation for loss of downstream migrating fish is a mitigation issue that has been outstanding since the construction of Wynoochee Dam.  Corps and the City of Tacoma view this proposed Section 1135 project modification as a way to resolve this last significant mitigation issue and to bring the anadromous fishery resource up to pre-project levels.


A three-year monitoring plan is proposed for this project to test the success of the downstream fish migration.  Objectives of this downstream fish passage monitoring and evaluation plan include:  1) estimating the reservoir survival rate of outmigrating smolts; 2) estimating the attraction rate of the modified wetwell and Eicher screen fish bypass; 3) testing the screen efficiency of the Eicher screen and fish bypass system; and 4) estimating the total project survival of downstream migrants passing through the reservoir and dam.  This monitoring is crucial in that it will help fine tune the most optimal operating parameters for the modified wetwell and Eicher screen fish bypass.


The local sponsor performed in-kind services during feasibility worth $634k, and will perform in-kind services worth $100k in P&S.  This in-kind service prior to PCA signing was previously approved by HQUSACE.  These services include design, biological analysis, and amendments to their FERC license.  The in-kind services during construction are currently estimated to be $226k and will be to install control features for the Eicher screen as part of the hydropower control system.


Issues have arisen that have brought the feasibility of both the supplementation ponds and the revised spring refill curve into question.  The Corps is undergoing analysis and coordination with various stakeholders, tribes, and the City of Tacoma to determine the best course of action for these particular features.

11.
Financial Data:  


a. Costs are in thousands of dollars.


Project Modification Costs

	
	
	
	
	Federal Funding Needs
	

	
	Totals
	Local
	Federal
	Previous
	FY03
	FY04
	Balance

	Report
	657
	325
	332
	332
	0
	0
	0

	P&S
	900
	100
	800
	109
	500
	191
	0

	Construction
	3613
	868
	2745
	0
	0
	0
	2745

	Totals
	5170
	1293
	3877
	441
	500
	191
	2745


Note:  Report and Plans and Specifications are initially Federally financed and costs distributed as part of the non-Federal share of project costs during implementation.

b.  Non-Federal Requirements:       
LERRD 

       6 







Cash


   327







In-Kind Services
   960







Annual OMRR&R 
     68


c.  The fully funded project cost as shown in the PCA is TBD.  
12.
Federal Allocations to Date:
Project Modification Report:  332

Plans and Specifications:  369

Implementation (Construction):  0
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