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1.  Purpose:  To develop and maintain a consistency of architectural design and construction throughout McChord AFB.  To develop standards incorporating architectural compatible design, materials, and finishes for integration throughout the functional “districts” which have been established.  Maintain compliance with established standards as developed by the Base and MAJCOM, with continued coordination by the AMC Design Center, thus ensuring continued facility excellence throughout the Command.

2.  History:  McChord’s facility development over the past 50 years mirrors its history.  Although McChord’s long-range plan calls for adherence to its “Military Park” design, permanent modern structures exist side by side with WW-II vintage wood frame buildings intended to be temporary, but still in use.  In McChord’s early days, conformity to architectural standards was not a central issue; expediency naturally took priority over aesthetics.  During the 1950’s and 1960’s several facilities were painted with graphics and accent striping to provide the users a sense of identity.  This eventually resulted in a cluttered and busy overall base paint scheme.  To counter this affect, direction was given to develop three separate paint color schemes, dividing the base into three separate color “zones” which continued through the 80’s.  This helped eliminate the graphics and striping, but did not provide for the established functional relationships that had developed within the zones.  Finally, in 1991, AMC Command decided to go with the established color scheme you see today, better known as: “One Base, One Command, One Overall Base Color Scheme”   

In support of the one color scheme, HQ AMC/CE began the development of a uniform plan for incorporating architectural compatibility throughout the Command.  A “Base Architectural Compatibility Guide” was developed for each AMC base, with coordination and enhancement by the local CE Engineering Flight, incorporating basic architectural compatibility standards, but still allowing a certain degree of creativity and flexibility for the unique characteristics of each base.  One of the documents used to compile the guide was the “Commander’s Guide to Facility Excellence” which had already established several key compatibility requirements for base uniformity.

3.  Initial Plan:  The Base Architectural Compatibility Guide for McChord initially organized the Base into seven separate areas distinguished by the palette of existing construction materials and finishes applicable to the buildings within each.  The identified areas were as follows:

Community

Air Combat Command (ACC) – (A-10 Beddown Area)

Historic District

Recreation/UEPH

Unaccompanied Housing

Flightline

Operations

Due to the overlapping character of design, materials, and finishes between several of the areas (making it difficult to differentiate between them), it was decided to consolidate similar areas into a more efficient manageable grouping and including Military Family Housing.  This resulted in the following districts being established:

Community District

Historic District

Overall Base Proper

Military Family Housing

4.  Overall Base Compatibility:  Several materials and finishes have been selected which help tie the districts into an overall cohesive plan, but still allowing the individual districts their previously established unique character.  These compatible materials and finishes include the following:


a.  Exterior Colors:  Colors have been established for several materials and paint finishes which are to be used throughout the Base for color consistency.  These colors are identified by  Federal Standard 595(b), “Colors Used in Government Procurement”.

#37150
(this is the light cream color used throughout the Base.)

#20062
(this is the dark brown used for site amenities, accents, doors and trim.)

#30051
(this is the medium bronze used for all metal roofs not housing aircraft.)


#36293
(this is the medium grey used for all metal roofs housing aircraft.)


b.  Concrete Masonry Units (CMU):  Concrete block is allowed in all areas when budget restraints prevent the use of brick masonry.  Concrete block will typically consist of an integral-color with a split-face or scored texture.  The painting of new concrete block will only be allowed when integrating into an existing exterior paint scheme already established.  All masonry shall be cleaned and provided with a sealant for control of efflorescence. 

c.  Exterior Insulation and Finish System (EIFS):  The use of EIFS or synthetic stucco shall be limited to renovations, and only when the budget will not allow other more durable finishes (e.g. brick veneer).  The color will be equal to Fed. Std. 595(b) #37150.  Typical examples of this type of application can be found on the Fire Station, Command Post, Outdoor Recreation, Family Support Center, and the Fitness Center.  It is critical that proper detailing be incorporated into the design to ensure the proper release of water vapor.  The use of heavy-duty impact-resistant mesh is also required for the lower elevations where the potential for contact is likely.

d.  Window and Storefront Frames:  Anodized aluminum with a dark bronze finish or provided with a baked-on factory-finish equal to Fed. Std. 595(b) #20062 (dark brown).

e.  Glazing:  Clear, except for the ‘Infield Buildings’ which have already established a tinted glazing system (e.g. Squadron Operations/AMU).  


f.  Pre-cast Concrete Lintels and Sills:  Standard Grey with a light sand-blast finish.

g.  Fiberglass/Asphalt 3-Tab Strip Shingles:  The majority of sites shall utilize “Autumn Brown” as manufactured by Malarkey.  Within the Historic District, several of the existing historic buildings shall receive “Driftwood” which simulates the historic gray slate which was used extensively in the original warehousing area (707, 708, 709, 710, and 717).

5.  District Specific Plans:  Each of the districts have developed their own unique color pallet over the years, establishing their own color identity which can further be developed and enhanced to integrate into the overall base compatibility plan.  The unique colors associated with each district are as follows:


a.  Community District:  The community services district is located in the southwest sector of the Base Proper and is dominated by the AAFES BX and Commissary, Child Development Center and other associated community and commercial support functions.  The established color scheme includes the following brick masonry colors, as manufactured by ‘Mutual Materials’:



-  “Copper” w/ mission texture (this is the overall golden/tan colored brick)



-  “Teal Brown” w/mission texture (this is the dark brown accent brick)


b.  Historic District:  The Historic District is centered around B/100, which houses the Wing Headquarters/Command  and the Support Group Command.  This area represents the historic core of the original McChord Field, constructed in the 1930’s, and consists of the standard “red” brick used predominately at that time.  Considerable attention and care was given to the design of these structures, which are characterized by a consistency of detailing, scale, and proportion.  These buildings are further unified by incorporating similar exterior construction materials, roof lines, color, massing, and window treatments.  Several buildings within this district have been identified as being eligible for placement on the ‘National Register of Historic Places’ as mandated by the ‘National Historic Preservation Act of 1966’.  The established color scheme includes the following brick masonry color, as manufactured by ‘Mutual Materials’:



-  “Inca” w/mission texture (this is a color which matches the historic red brick)


c.  Base Proper:  The remaining portion of the overall Base Proper has several buildings which have been constructed over the years utilizing the following brick masonry color, as manufactured by ‘Mutual Materials’:



-  “Carib” w/mission texture


d.  Military Family Housing:  The military family housing areas provide a diverse range of housing styles and floor plans consisting of townhouses, duplexes, and single-family housing units.  The overall area is separated by the golf course and adjacent woods, providing the occupants a separate identity from the remaining base and working environment.  Each housing area has developed into a distinct community, with compatibility colors and finishes being incorporated as renovation takes place.  These ongoing changes will help provide for an overall cohesive plan for the entire residential community.  Within these communities, there exists a scheme of approximately six colors overall which meet the AMC Housing Guide standards.  Older non-complying colors are being phased out with new, and include the painting of existing wood siding (lap, shingle, and T&G channel), and the more recent application of vinyl.  Compatibility of MFH colors and finishes is further enhanced by the incorporation of the following:



-  Factory-finished “white” gutters and downspouts for all paint schemes helping provide consistency between units, and for ease of maintenance and replacement.



-  Factory-finished “white” aluminum framed windows with thermally broken frames for energy conservation.



-  Coordination of paint schemes for covered carports in relation to housing units.



-  Standardized identification signage for entry access points (both pedestrian and automobile) into individual housing groups.  This includes the re-naming of certain areas incorporating a northwest theme.



-  Exposed aggregate entry drives into select housing groups with associated meandering bike and hiking trails running along Lincoln, Woodbrook, and Gingko Drive.

6.  Summary:   The establishment of an architectural compatibility plan for the overall base has and will continue to promote the enhancement of each identified district, allowing for it’s unique character and color palette, and also provide an overall consistency throughout the entire base and associated military family housing areas.  When the principles of architectural compatibility are successfully applied, the result is a comfortable, aesthetically pleasing environment in which to live and work.
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