











EXHIBIT 3

SHOALWATER BAY INDIAN TRIBE

P.O. Box 130 * Tokeland, Washington 98590
Telephone (360) 267-6766 * FAX (360) 267-6778

July Sth, 2008

COL Michael McCormick, Commander
Seattle District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755

SUBJECT: Shoalwater Bay Shoreline Erosion, Washington — Flood and Coastal Storm
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remain in constant and certain growing danger of losing much, even a very strong potential for
the loss of life.

The following reflections from the Tribal Council are ultimately intended to confirm our total
commitment to the project as currently designed and documented, and to lend our significant
experience and continuity to the study and report process.

We draw from the comments of the Corps HQ that they are seeking a summary of damages to
the Tribe's Reservation properties. Those damages can best be described as nuisance flooding,
roadway interruption, etc. Except for the losses encountered to the intertidal fishing and shell
fishing resources — addressed in subsequent comment responses —the Tribe has had minor
damages. The primary issue in the initial request is that we do not wish to have any damages.
The loss of the protection we have had for centuries is eroding and through analysis and study
we now know that the Congressional request, as specified in WRDA 2000, has proven valid,
even more pronounced that originally thought. And, historically the area has endured many
many losses of: lighthouses, wildlife refuges, roads and homes, not to mention huge parcels of
land — even a mountainside- and the Tribe has lost essential subsistence habitat. And, we have
lost the barrier dunes that have provided the vitally important protection these many years.
These are the Tribe's losses: protective barrier dunes, some land, and the intertidal habitat that
supported subsistence fishing and shell fish.

We note the concerns of the reviewing staff at Corps headquarters that “In general, the revised
report does not adequately address concerns raised previously (drawn from previous in-house
Progress Reviews), and that the change of alternative has not been carried into the
independent technical review...”. Thus, we offer that from the perspective of the Shoalwater

Bay Tribe, the following are “AT RISK."”

o “AT RISK" Population, Buildings, Structures and Infrastructure Elements (See
attached excel sheet =“AT RISK”). The “AT RISK” population is the Shoalwater
Bay Indian Tribe, a people that are “endangered people” in the national fabric of
the American population. What is at risk is a “remnant of a people” from pre-
historic time, and not replaceable. And, what little Reservation we have is also
not replaceable. The “AT RISK” population represents a unique and priceless link
and connection to the past, those who have lived and subsisted here. Yet, to
many, what the Shoalwater Bay Tribe represents — our Reservation lands and
waters- are being destroyed, lost to erosion due to coastal storm wave attack
over many decades. Even our people, subjected to very high rates of infant
mortality during the 80’s and 90’s, though rebounding today, continue at risk
without protection from the immense dangers inherently threatening our lands,
our resources, our current holdings and our people. Let us be frank here. The
Congress, through its arm of the Corps of Engineers has already expended more
energy and resources on an 11,000 year old Kennewick Man —who is no longer
with us as a live remnant of our Country’s Native American heritage- than it
seems willing to commit to an entire Tribe of Shoalwater Bay Native Americans
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who wish to live safely in the same location as our ancestors did long before a
tiny reservation was established by the President in 1866.

o "“ATRISK”, is defined by the attached table tells a significant story in itself. Any
reasonable reviewer, given details of the characterization of the losses described
in the comment above, will understand the story of the potential for losses, and
the significant historical losses in this immediate location. Prior losses due to
erosion, and the imminent threat of losses to Reservation: lands, intertidal
habitat, cultural, spiritual, social, economic, and physical resources and assets
are obvious and definable. ]

o “ATRISK" is an entire forest of “Old Growth” spruce trees, Tribal burial grounds
that have been identified but not revealed for public knowledge, and a
documented Tribal village site less than 200 yards from the current shoreline.

o “AT RISK” are the cultural uses of the intertidal wetlands: In addition to the
obvious advantages to the marine fishery habitat for salmon and other native
species along the beach, other habitats for a host of fish, birds (eagles, herons,
and pelicans), flora and fauna are abundant in the intertidal wetlands.
Culturally, this abundant habitat serves, even to this day, as a source of
traditional subsistence foods (fish and shellfish) upon which Tribal members
depend for their health and dietary welfare. In fact, the intertidal marine habitat
provides the last of the culturally traditional foods. This is significant in that
these dietary elements are healthy choices in light of Tribal member’s propensity
for diabetes and other illnesses not traditionally found in the Native diets.
Strictly speaking of both cultural and spiritual uses, we cannot overlook the
importance of “sweet grass” which is uses extensively in religious ceremonies,
for basket weaving, mats, and other woven crafts, for traditional clothing (hats),

o “AT RISK” are all future economic developments and the Tribe’s efforts to
protect new developments in terms of flood proofing (raising) or other
mechanisms: The Tribe has been extremely pro-active in the development of
internal building codes and environmental ordinances addressing the issues
stemming from the challenges of coastal erosion and flooding. The new
Wellness Center was built to new standards and coordinated with Pacific County.
Further, an Emergency Management team of more than thirty (30) Tribal and
non-Native community members was developed in accordance with CERT
standards and trained to react to disaster relief issues. New developments will
take on a heightened attention and be developed to standards that consider the
location of the Reservation and physical constraints of the uplands.

o “AT RISK” is the EXTREME loss of fish and shell fish habitat. This emphasis is
important and should not be diminished. However, of equal or even higher
priority is the loss of the barrier dunes which protect the Tribal land base, its
commercial, governmental, community, infrastructure, and residential facilities.
We should not overlook the vitally important coastal highway (SR 105) which
crosses the entire width of the Reservation. And, we should incorporate the
Tribe’s Wellness and dental clinic which serves both the Tribal and the non-
Native population, including a CHSDA (Native, but not Shoalwater Bay Tribal
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members) serving all of Pacific County. (See table below addressing “AT RISK”
facilities, cultural and spiritual amenities, and infrastructure.)

We firmly believe that the entire burden of risk is the Tribe’s, and the Tribe's alone for: loss of
life, loss of jobs (Tribe has become a protector of jobs.), loss of resources, loss of infrastructure,
loss of environmental and wildlife habitat, loss of culture, loss of spiritual foundation, and loss
of community. District must provide Risk and Uncertainty discussion associated with the (new)
selected alternative.

We have made these comments at our own suggestion, but with the long standing cooperation
of the Corps’ Project Team who invited our direct input at this most critical juncture. These
reflections are offered from the Shoalwater Bay perspective. Given the nature of the
circumstances and the Tribe’s intimate familiarity with the properties and resident conditions
for hundreds of years, it is appropriate for the Tribe, through its governing Tribal Council, to
provide comments based on nearly 10-years of interaction with the technical and
administrative Study Team. We are grateful for this opportunity.

From our unique position as a sovereign nation within the boundaries of the United States of
America we appreciate the work of the Corps, especially of the Seattle District. We have been
encouraged by the faithful and diligent efforts of the Corps staff, as well as the international
experts who have participated in the most challenging considerations of the study. We
anticipate a long and healthy existence on these lands secure that the efforts reflect positive
accomplishments for our Tribal community.

Again, on behalf of the Shoalwater Bay People we offer our sincere thanks,

Charlene Nelson Michael Shipman
Tribal Council Chairwoman Tribal Council Vice-Chairman

‘/Ly 0372 Holly Blakef M
Tri al Council Secretary Tribal Council Treasurer

Jennifer Taylor
Tribal Council Member-at-Large
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AT RISK Buildings, Structures and Infrastructure Elements
Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation, Tokeland, Washington

STRUCTURE NAME CLASSIFICATION QUANTITY LOCATION COMMENTS
RESERVATION LAND/WATER
Land Uplands 440 Acres On-Reservation
Marine Intertidal 700 Acres On-Reservation
TRIBAL COMMERCIAL

Tribal Community Center

Tribal Commercial

On- Reservation

Administration for Tribal Government;
Service for Elders Lunch Program

Tribal Court Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation
Tribal Education Center & Library Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation Including new backup generator
Includes all FF&E and backup
generator; serves both Tribal and non-
Tribal Clinic and Dental Center Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation native populations
Tribal Social and Family Services Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation (See backup generators below)
e Includes all FF&E and backup

Tribal Casino (Incl. Admin & TGA) Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation generator; 25,000 visitors annually
Recreational Vehicle Park Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation
Tribal Businesses (private) Tribal Commercial 14 On- Reservation
Environmental Complex Tribal Commercial 1 On- Reservation

= Office Buildings 2

> Labs 2

= Storage & Maintenance 1
TRIBAL COMMUNUTY
Tribal Cultural Building Tribal Community 1 On-Reservation
Tribal Cemetary ‘Tribal Community 1 On- Reservation Cultural CENTER of Tribe
Gymnasium Tribal Community 1 On- Reservation
Emergency & Backup Generators Tribal Community 2 On- Reservation
Tribal Community Water (Pumps) Tribal Community 1 On- Reservation Including new backup generator
Tribal Storage and Maintenance Tribal Community 3 On- Reservation
Community EMERGENCY
Evacuation Center Tribal Community t On-Reservation
Extended Multi-Family Dwellings Tribal Residential 36 On-Reservation
Duplex Family Dwellings Tribal Residential 6 On-Reservation
Double-wide Trailer Dwellings Tribal Residential 4 On-Reservation

PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

State Highway 105
Old Tokeland Road

Public / State
Public / County

On-Reservation
On-Reservation

State Hwy Runs Through Reservation
County Road Runs Through Reservation

** ALL facilities and structures -
commercial or residential - include
soptic syatems,
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