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Annual Report to Services (NMFS reference WCR-2014-1502; USFWS reference 01EWFW00-2016-
F-0121), April 2, 2020

Report for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) on shellfish activities authorized with use of the programmatic ESA/EFH biological 
opinions (NMFS reference WCR-2014-1502; USFWS reference 01EWFW00-2016-F-0121) 

Prepared by:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Regulatory Branch, Seattle District 
Date:  April 2, 2020 

Shellfish Activities:  As of April 2, 2020, the Seattle District reports 36,234.142 acres (active and 
fallow) of shellfish activities are currently authorized under the programmatic ESA/EFH 
biological opinions.  

The area within Hood Canal summer-run chum (HCSR) critical habitat is close to being at its 
2,412 acre limit with only 344.655 acres remaining.  Currently, we are evaluating projects for 
about 200 additional acres in HCSR critical habitat.   

The reported acreage is substantially accurate at this time with the exception of a few continuing 
acreages and new areas in Samish Bay as these areas are still being evaluated for a permit.  Some 
of the areas still being evaluated were included in the programmatic consultation but were never 
authorized by a Corps permit.  Some may have had fallow acres with native eelgrass that have 
returned to shellfish activities.*   The Seattle District continues to closely monitor the 
authorizations using the programmatic biological opinions to ensure the acreage does not exceed 
the incidental take for fallow areas with native eelgrass returned to shellfish.  Additional projects 
in Samish Bay are enforcement actions which are not covered under the programmatic, or if the 
enforcement is resolved, would be considered new activities under the programmatic. 

Attached is a spreadsheet of all the project authorizations with the following information for each 
authorization: reference number; applicant name; county; waterbody; mechanical oyster 
harvest/harrowed per year; fallow acres with eelgrass returned to cultivation in Puget Sound and 
Hood Canal; and acres of shellfish activities in HCSR critical habitat.  Projects that were 
modified have their original information blocked out to prevent a double-counting of the 
acreage; sub-totals were also modified to reflect the removal of duplicate entries.  Projects 
identified with a letter such as “A” after the reference number reflect a project that requested a 
modification.  Also attached is a spreadsheet on continuing use of berms and dikes.   

Below are two tables (Tables 1 and 2) summarizing NMFS and USFWS incidental take activity 
acreages authorized between October 1, 2016, and April 2, 2020.   Table 3 shows a summary of 
reported berms and dikes. 
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Table 1. NMFS Incidental Take Summary of Activities Authorized as of April 9, 2018. 
Incidental Take Authorized 

(acres) from 
April  2019 
Report 

Authorized 
(acres) from 
October 1, 
2018 to April 2, 
2020 

Notes 

Puget 
Sound/Hood 
Canal  

Maximum of 
2,628 ac of fallow 
areas with native 
eelgrass returned 
to shellfish 
activities over 20 
yr. term 

25.55 Same* *May be under-
reported in Samish
Bay

Hood Canal 
summer-run chum 
critical habitat 
(Hood Canal and 
in Jefferson, 
Clallam Counties) 

Maximum of 
2,412 ac of 
shellfish activities 
over 20 yr. term 

2013.62 2067.345 Remaining: 
344.655 

Willapa Bay Maximum of 
18,367 ac 
mechanical oyster 
harvest or 
harrowing per year 

8740.32 8465.68 

Grays Harbor Maximum of 
2,763 acres 
mechanical oyster 
harvest or 
harrowing per year 

1,350.97 1310.97 Project correction 

Puget Sound, 
Hood Canal, 
Willapa Bay, 
Grays Harbor (all 
waters) 

Maximum of 5 
entanglements of 
PS Chinook, 
HCSR chum, 
green sturgeon or 
canary rockfish 
over 20 yr. term 

none reported none reported 

All waters Monitor and report 
incidents of loose 
nets, and any 
entangled fish 

2 reported by 
Public  

3 reported: 
2 by public 
1 observed by 
Corps 

Squamish Harbor, 
Hood Canal 
Henderson Bay 
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Table 2. USFWS Incidental Take Summary of Activities Authorized between October 1, 2016, 
and April 9, 2018. 
Incidental Take Authorized (acres) Notes 
North Puget Maximum of 6 bull 

trout harmed over 20 
yr. term 

None reported 

Willapa Bay, Grays 
Harbor, Hood Canal, 
and South Puget 
Sound 

Maximum of 2 bull 
trout in each of the 
other four geographic 
areas 

None reported 

Table 3.  Current Report of Dikes and Berms as of April 9, 2017. 
Report Date Count Total Length (feet) 
October 1, 2017 18  6921.32 
April 9, 2018 20 13381.30 
April 2, 2019 21 14593.30 
April 2, 2020 21 14593.30 




